ACLU  challenges 
Helms  amendment 

Suit  says  ban  of  federal  funds  for  materials 
that  promote  homosexuality  is  unconstitutional 


By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  YORK  —  A  coalition  of  AIDS 
educators  filed  suit  Oct.  20  challenging  the 
constitutionality  of  federal  legislation 
known  as  the  Helms  amendment  that  for¬ 
bids  the  federal  funding  of  educational 
material  that  “promotes  or  encourages 
homosexual  activities.”  The  suit,  filed  in 
federal  court  in  New  York  by  the  ACLU  and 
Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  (CCR), 
alleges  that  the  amendment  violates  the  first 
amendment  rights  to  free  expression  of 
AIDS  educators. 

AIDS  Service  organizations  claim  in  the 
suit  that  “the  ability  to  promote  and  en¬ 
courage  healthy  sexual  alternatives”  for  gay 
men  is  limited  by  the  amendment.  Materials 
which  graphically  depict  gay  male  sexuality 
are  “essential  to  life-saving  behavior 
changes,”  according  to  the  suit. 

Plaintiffs  in  the  case  are  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  the  Hetricic-Martin 
Institute  and  the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity, 
all  of  New  York;  Horizons  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  in  Chicago;  and  the  San  Antonio 
Tavern  Guild  AIDS  Foundation.  The 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  and 
department  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
(HHS)  are  named  as  defendants. 

The  Helms  amendment,  authored  by 
notorious  homophobe  Sen.  Jesse  Helms, 
(R-N.C.)  was  originally  approved  over¬ 
whelmingly  by  Congress  last  October  as  part 
of  last  year’s  HHS  appropriations  bill.  In 
August  of  this  year,  a  joint  Senate-House 
committee  working  on  a  federal  AIDS  bill 
rejected  a  similar  amendment  by  Helms  in 
favor  of  a  compromise  amendment  offered 
by  Sens.  Alan  Cranston  (D-Calif.)  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.).  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
16,  No.  12)  The  compromise  amendment, 
which  goes  into  effect  in  1989,  states  that 
AIDS  and  other  programs  cannot  be 
“designed  to  promote  or  encourage,  direct¬ 
ly,  intravenous  drug  abuse  or  sexual  activi¬ 
ty,  homosexual  or  heterosexual.”  The  HHS 
and  CDC  are  responsible  for  interpreting 
the  restrictions  and  administering  federal 
grants.  The  suit  seeks  to  remove  all  restric¬ 
tion  on  AIDS  educational  materials. 

“When  human  life  is  at  stake,  materials 
targeted  to  the  gay  community  should  not  be 
restricted  because  they  encourage  people  to 
opt  for  sexual  practices  which  are  healthy,” 
said  Nan  Hunter,  director  of  the  ACLU’s 
AIDS  Project  and  co-counsel  on  the 
case. 

David  Cole,  attorney  for  CCR,  pointed 
out  the  “vagueness”  of  the  Helms  amend¬ 
ment’s  language  causes  many  groups  to  self¬ 
censor  materials.  “The  amendment  forces 
educators  to  guess  at  the  meaning  of  the 
law,”  said  Cole.  He  explained  that  the 
federal  government  requires  that  federally 
funded  educational  material  be  submitted  to 
government-established  review  boards  for 
approval.  Government  review  has  a  “chill¬ 
ing  effect”  on  AIDS  education,  said  Cole. 

Cole  said  the  case  is  based  on  firm  legal 
ground.  He  said  courts  have  often  ruled  that 
Congress  “cannot  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  viewpoint  in  allocating  funds.”  He  cited 
the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  of 


Massachusetts  v.  Bowen ,  in  which  a  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  struck  down  a  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  ban  on  federal  funding  for 
family  planning  clinics  that  provide  abor¬ 
tion  counseling.  “It  is  clear  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  use  the  power  of  the  purse  str¬ 
ing  to  impose  its  ideological  perspective  on 
the  country,”  said  Cole. 

The  Helms  amendment  has  resulted  in  an 
increased  number  of  AIDS  cases  by  making 
educational  efforts  more  difficult,  said 
Hunter.  Several  AIDS  educators  told  GCN 
their  work  has  been  seriously  impaired  by 
the  amendment.  Lori  Behrman,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  GMHC,  said  that  in  July  the  CDC 
denied  the  organization  a  $680,000  grant  to 
do  research  into  educational  techniques 
because  the  content  of  the  research  was  ex¬ 
plicitly  homosexual.  She  said  GMHC  was 
forced  to  end  ongoing  research  about  risk 
reduction  techniques  conducted  at  gay  bars 
and  bathhouses  involving  a  broad  range  of 
gay  and  bisexual  men. 

Ironically,  said  Behrman,  the  study  pro¬ 
bably  would  have  shown  that  the  more  sex¬ 
positive  and  explicit  “educational  materials 
are,  the  more  effective  they  are.”  She  said 
the  CDC  objected  to  videos,  comic  books 
and  pamphlets  GMHC  designed  as  part  of 
the  program.  Behrman  said  federal  funds 
account  for  only  five  percent  of  GMHC’s 
budget.  Smaller  organizations  that  rely 
more  heavily  on  federal  funds  are  hardest 
hit  by  the  Helms  amendment,  she  said. 

A  recent  $207,000  grant  to  the  National 
Association  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together’s  (NABWMT)  Task  Force  on 
AIDS  prevention  was  accompanied  by  a 
warning  from  the  CDC  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  materials  could  not  “promote 
homosexuality  or  offend  community  stan¬ 
dards.”  Reggie  Williams,  NABWMT’s 
director,  said  that  Black  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  who  are  often  ignored  by  mainstream 
AIDS  organizations,  need  explicit  educa¬ 
tional  materials  to  avoid  high-risk 
behaviors.  He  said  any  censorship  of  the 
NABWMT’s  materials  would  result  in  the 
death  of  some  Black  gay  and  bisexual  men. 

Bruce  Coff,  executive  director  of 
Horizons  Community  Services  in  Chicago, 
praised  the  suit  and  said  the  amendment 
puts  the  organization  in  limbo.  “It’s  im¬ 
possible  for  us  to  tell  what  we  can  and  can¬ 
not  do.  Does  it  mean  we  can’t  teach  people 
to  negotiate  safe  sex,  distribute  condoms  or 
information  packets?  I  really  don’t  know 
and  that  is  what  makes  it  so  devastating.” 
However,  Coff  pointed  to  a  possible 
strategy  for  avoiding  the  restrictions  of  the 
amendment.  According  to  Coff,  the  city’s 
department  of  health,  which  is  responsible 
for  setting  up  an  institutional  review  board, 
is  more  sympathetic  to  AIDS  educators  than 
Helms  and  might  be  persuaded  to  approve 
controversial  materials. 

Damien  Martin,  director  of  the  Hetrick- 
Martin  Institute,  which  advocates  for  gay 
and  lesbian  youth,  said  he  fears  state  and  ci¬ 
ty  funding  for  AIDS  education  may  also  be 
cut  off  if  the  Helms  amendment  is  left  in- 
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ACT  UP/Boston  blocks 
Hancock  tower 


Group's  first  civil  disobedience  targets  insurer  that  refuses 
to  cover  aerosolized  pentamidine 


By  Judy  Harris 

Angry  protesters  cheered  “Shqt  it  down! 
Shut  it  down!”  in  support  of  seven  gay  men 
who  blocked  an  entrance  to  the  John  Han¬ 
cock  Tower  in  protest  of  John  Hancock 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company’s  refusal 
to  cover  aerosolized  pentamidine  (AP),  a 
prescription  drug  therapy  used  by  many 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  The  seven  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Oct.  24  civil  disobedience 
(CD),  all  members  of  ACT  UP  Boston,  were 
arrested  moments  later  and  charged  with 
trespassing. 

One  ACT  UP  CDer,  Steven  Busby,  plead¬ 
ed  “not  guilty”  to  the  charges  and  plans  to 
“...sustain  that  it  was  legally  absolutely 
necessary  for  us  to  block  the  entrance/exit 
of  the  John  Hancock  Tower  for  the  welfare 
of  our  society”  in  his  upcoming  trial.  Each 
of  the  other  six  pleaded  “to  sufficiency  of 


the  evidence,”  which  is  not  an  admission  of 
guilt,  but  rather  a  prediction  that  an  “objec¬ 
tive”  person  would  look  at  the  “evidence” 
presented  and  find  them  guilty.  After  being 
held  for  one  hour,  all  seven  men  were  releas¬ 
ed  on  their  personal  recognizance. 

“(WJe’ll  get  arrested,  we’ll  go  to  trial, 
because  that’s  a  lot  better  than  dying,” 
stated  Jeff  Barmeyer,  a  member  of  the 
Boston  PWA  Coalition  who  was  among  the 
demonstrators  supporting  ACT  UP 
Boston’s  first  CD.  He  further  explained:  “I 
have  AIDS,  I  don’t  have  aerosolized  pen¬ 
tamidine,  and  I  really  don’t  have  anything 
to  lose  at  this  point.”  Barmeyer  was  one  of 
the  185  people  arrested  for  CD  actions 
earlier  this  month  in  Washington,  D.C.,  pro¬ 
testing  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration’s 
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ACT  UP  member  Jim  Sullivan  nabbed  from  blockade  of  Hancock  tower. 


Lisa  Sette'Laura  Wulf 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“[W]e  do  definitely  have  a  policy  that  we 
will  not  register  a  homosexual  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  We  feel 
that  they  represent  a  persuasion  that  is  not 
compatible  with  our  standards.” 

—  Frank  Hebb,  director  of  public 
relations  for  the  Boy  Scouts,  after  a  task 
force  on  lesbian  and  gay  issues  submitted  a 
proposal  to  encourage  United  Way  agencies 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  to  hire  more 
gay  men  and  lesbians  and  other  minorities. 
The  proposal  was  quickly  dropped  in  the 
wake  of  public  outcry  and  several  news 
stories  focused  on  the  Boy  Scouts,  accor¬ 
ding  to  NonProfit  Times. 

Safer  sex  ads 
advocate  sucking 

LONDON  —  An  ad  published  in  the 
British  gay  paper  Capital  Gay  that  ad¬ 
vocates  oral  sex  between  men  without  a  con¬ 
dom  has  been  called  “naive”  by  critics  and 
defended  as  “brave”  by  the  organization 
that  took  out  the  ad.  The  London  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Switchboard  (LLGS)  took  out 
series  of  safer  sex  ads  at  the  end  of 
September  that  depict  “real  gay  men  having 
real  safer  sex  together,”  Lotte  Pollack, 
LLGS  press  spokesperson  told  Capital  Gay. 

The  ad  depicting  oral  sex  shows  a  man 
sucking  off  another  man  and  is  accom¬ 
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panied  by  the  text:  “Suck.  No  one  is  known 
to  have  caught  the  AIDS  virus  from  being 
sucked  off  or  sucking  someone  off  —  even  if 
they  come  in  your  mouth.  Fucking  is 
spreading  the  virus  among  gay  men.” 

The  Chair  of  Health  Education  at  the  Ter¬ 
rence  Higgins  Trust  (a  London-based  AIDS 
health  organization),  Simon  Watney, 
criticized  the  ad,  saying  it  “is  making  a 
blanket  oversimplification”  and  that  “It’s 
simply  not  proven”  that  sucking  is  safe. 

Watney  also  criticized  the  ad’s  use  of  the 
phrase  “catch  the  AIDS  virus”  because  it 
reinforces  the  mistaken  notion  that  HIV  can 
be  spread  through  casual  contact  and 
because  there  is  no  such  thing  as  the  AIDS 
virus.  “These  adverts  are  likely  to  under¬ 
mine  the  work  of  a  large  number  of  people 
who  have  been  struggling  for  some  time  to 
establish  a  firm  distinction  between  HIV  [a 
virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS]  and  AIDS,”  said  Watney. 

The  Capital  Gay  story  said  Pollack  ‘  ‘ac¬ 
cepts  that  there  is  a  ‘theoretical’  risk  as  far  as 
sucking  is  concerned,”  but  emphasized  that 
the  campaign’s  message  is  to  say  that  fuck¬ 
ing,  even  with  a  condom,  is  a  high  risk  activi¬ 
ty.  Capital  Gay  also  said  “most  AIDS  ex¬ 
perts  agree  that  the  risk  of  transmitting  the 
HIV  virus  through  oral  sex  is  minimal,”  but 
added  that  the  British  medical  journal  The 
Lancet  reported  on  a  number  of  men  who 
said  they  contracted  HIV  through  oral  sex. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Coors-funded 
foundation  kicks  off 
in  Boston 

BOSTON  —  In  the  aftermath  of  negotia¬ 
tions  between  the  Coors  company  and 
Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scondras,  a 
grant-giving  foundation  has  been  formed  to 
distribute  corporate  funds  to  human  rights 
organizations  in  the  Boston  area.  The  new 
group,  called  the  Human  Rights  Charitable 
Foundation,  will  especially  consider  gran¬ 
ting  money  to  lesbian  and  gay  groups.  At  an 
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Oct.  21  press  conference  announcing  the 
formation  of  the  foundation,  United  Li¬ 
quors,  the  distributor  of  Coors  beer  in  the 
Greater  Boston  area,  presented  the  founda¬ 
tion  with  a  start-up  check  of  $25,000. 

According  to  Gary  Dotterman,  Scondras’ 
aide  and  a  key  organizer  of  the  foundation, 
much  of  the  grant  revenue  for  the  founda¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  come  directly  from 
Coors.  Last  winter,  Coors  expressed  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  donating  money  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  as  part  of  an  agreement 
with  Scondras,  who  in  turn  announced  his 
satisfaction  with  the  brewery’s  reforms. 
Coors  —  the  target  of  a  13-year-long 
boycott  and  labor  dispute  —  has  been  accus¬ 
ed  of  homophobic,  racist  and  sexist  prac¬ 
tices,  and  has  been  lambasted  by  organized 
labor  for  alleged  union  busting.  Though  the 
AFL-CIO  called  an  end  to  the  Coors 
boycott  last  year,  some  labor  and  gay/les¬ 
bian  activists  have  expressed  dissatisfaction 
with  the  company’s  negotiations  and  are 
continuing  to  boycott  Coors. 

Dotterman  said  he  hopes  other  large  cor¬ 
porations,  such  as  Coca  Cola,  will  join 
Coors  in  contributing  to  the  Human  Rights 
Charitable  Foundation.  However,  Dotter¬ 
man  said  he  could  not  predict  how  much 
money  the  foundation  will  have  to  dispense, 
how  frequently  grants  will  be  given,  or  how 
long  the  foundation  will  operate.  Dotter¬ 
man  explained  that  the  foundation  —  which 
is  still  in  the  planning  stages  —  intends  to 
give  money  to  organizations  for  short-term 
(or  “shot-in-the-arm”)  needs,  not  for  long¬ 
term  operational  expenses. 

At  the  press  conference,  Scondras  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  establishment  of  the  foun¬ 
dation  “goes  beyond  the  resolution  of  the 
Coors  boycott,”  and  includes  broader 
human  rights  agreements.  He  stated,  “The 
foundation  opens  doors  to  corporations  to 
fund  groups  never  before  in  the 
mainstream,  to  keep  moving  forward  in  the 
public  interest.”  Scondras  said  the  founda¬ 
tion  —  a  kind  of  “United  Way  for  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community”  —  will  consider 
issues  of  discrimination  and  human  rights  in 
determining  grant  recipients. 

The  seven  members  on  the  board  of  the 
Human  Rights  Charitable  Foundation  are 
Scondras,  Dotterman,  Harry  Codings, 
Helen  Cox,  Irma  Greenglass,  Vin  McCarthy 
and  Elaine  Nobel.  The  board  has  invited  47 
other  community  representatives  to  serve  on 
an  advisory  board,  a  group  which  will  offer 
advice  when  the  foundation  considers  grant 
applications.  The  board  expects  to  begin  its 
process  of  grant-giving  within  a  few  weeks. 
Details  about  how  to  apply  for  money  will 
be  announced  shortly. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Video  for  youth  to 
premier  in  Amherst 

AMHERST,  Mass.  —  A  videotape  pro¬ 
duction  for  young  people  about 
homophobia  and  namecalling  will  premiere 
on  Nov.  6  at  the  Northampton  Center  for 
the  Arts,  located  in  western  Massachusetts. 
The  video  —  called  Palos,  Piedras  y 
Estereotipos:  Sticks,  Stones  and  Stereotypes 
—  was  produced  by  the  Equity  Institute,  a 
national  non-profit  agency  based  in 
Amherst.  The  video  is  part  of  the  Institute’s 
“Appreciating  Diversity  Project,”  which 
provides  training  and  resources  to  public 
schools  on  the  issues  of  homophobia, 
racism  and  anti-Semitism. 

The  premiere  showing  and  celebration  of 
the  video  will  run  from  3-6  p.m.  Tickets  are 
available  at  the  door,  and  reservations  can 
be  made  by  calling  the  Institute  at  (413) 
256-0271. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Poll  of  gay 
Republicans 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y.  —  A  survey  of  50 
gay  Republicans  reveals  generally  conser¬ 
vative  viewpoints  with  some  distinct  excep¬ 
tions.  For  example,  while  62  percent  sup¬ 
port  U.S.  aid  to  the  Nicaraguan  contras  and 
a  full  68  percent  support  the  death  penalty, 
73  percent  support  women’s  right  to  abor¬ 
tion.  Sixty-eight  percent  said  they  will  vote 
for  presidential  candidate  George  Bush 
(who  opposes  women’s  right  to  abortion) 
while  20  percent  said  they  will  not  and  12 
percent  were  undecided.  The  poll  results  do 
not  offer  any  information  about 
respondents’  views  on  Democratic  can- 
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didate  Michael  Dukakis  or  any  other  can¬ 
didates. 

Conducted  by  Republicans  for  Individual 
Freedoms  (RIF),  one  of  eleven  gay 
Republican  groups  in  the  U.S.,  the  poll  of 
members  in  six  Northeastern  states  ap¬ 
parently  did  not  ask  respondents  about  their 
views  on  issues  related  to  AIDS  or  other 
specifically  gay/lesbian  concerns. 

Of  those  polled,  42  percent  said  they  were 
conservative,  45  percent  said  they  were 
moderate  and  13  percent  said  they  were 
liberal.  On  other  specific  issues,  59  percent 
said  they  support  gun  control  and  64  percent 
support  the  legalization  of  prostitution  (the 
poll  apparently  did  not  ask  respondents  to 
choose  between  decriminalization  and 
legalization;  many  prostitutes  favor  the 
former  because  legalization  would  give  the 
state  authority  to  regulate  their  work).  Fifty- 
six  percent  are  opposed  to  school  prayer.  On 
the  other  hand,  53  percent  oppose  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Africa  and  65  per¬ 
cent  support  SDI  (Star  Wars).  Fifty  percent 
support  the  legalization  of  marijuana. 

Republicans  for  Individual  Freedoms, 
which  formed  just  last  year,  describes  its 
goal  as  fostering  “better  understanding 
[between  the  Republican  Party  and  the  gay 
community]  so  that  they  will  be  more  sup¬ 
portive  of  each  other.” 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Working-class 
les/gay  studies 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  San  Francisco 
Community  College  District  is  in  the  process 
of  establishing  the  first  official  lesbian  and 
gay  studies  program  geared  toward 
working-class  lesbian/gay  students,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel. 

The  Community  College  Board  recently 
approved  a  1988-89  budget  that  includes 
monies  to  hire  a  director  for  the  program, 
which  its  advocates  say  can  serve  to  coor¬ 
dinate  and  augment  the  free  and  low-cost 
courses  with  a  lesbian/gay  emphasis  already 
offered  by  City  College.  These  advocates 
now  say  they  are  hoping  that  the  college  ad¬ 
ministration  will  act  promptly  to  get  the  pro¬ 
gram  off  the  ground. 

Many  in  the  district  say  they  are  concern¬ 
ed  about  the  district’s  level  of  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  studies,  according  to  the 
Sentinel.  “They  got  the  good  publicity  of 
having  approved  the  program,  but  they’re 
dragging  their  feet  hiring  a  director,”  said 
Larain  Koffman,  chair  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Educational  Services  Committee,  an  organi¬ 
zation  of  out  lesbian  and  gay  faculty,  staff 
and  administration  within  the  community 
college  district.  “It  needs  a  director  and  cur¬ 
riculum  development  and  guidance.  I  think 
it  has  great  potential.” 

Jack  Collins,  who  teaches  a  class  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  literature,  said  the  college’s  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  courses  are  “tremendously  val¬ 
uable  and  healing.”  Collins  pointed  out  that 
the  consequences  of  coming  out  for  working 
class  lesbian  and  gay  students  “get  more 
dire  the  lower  you  go  down  the  economic 
scale,”  Collins  also  noted  that  “this  culture 
hates  the  poor,  especially  under  President 
Reagan,”  and  said  he  hoped  the  courses 
would  empower  students. 

Yale  University  and  City  University  of 
New  York  also  offer  lesbian  and  gay  studies 
programs. 

□  John  Dooley 

News  from  the 
North  Shore 

SALEM,  Mass.  —  New  England’s  oldest 
suburban  les/gay  group  is  celebrating  its 
tenth  anniversary  with  a  party  on  Friday, 
Nov.  4.  Before  you  get  utterly  depressed  by 
the  elections,  join  the  North  Shore  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  at  their  first  decade  bash  at 
the  Hotel  Hawthorne.  Call  (508)  745-3848. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘FamilyLaw 
*Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
*  Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 

SWEET  HONEY 
IN  THE  ROCK 
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CHERYL  WHEELER 
ELLEN  McILWAINE 

Sunday  October  30th 
Berklee  Performance  Center 

3  &  8  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 

]  QUEEN  IDA 

:  &  HER  CAJUN  ZYDECO  BAND 


CASSELBERRY-DUPREE 
DIANNE  DAVIDSON 
PATSY  MONTANA 

Saturday  November  5th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  4? 

5  &  9  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 

A  night  of  warmth  and  fine  music 
with 

BARBARA 
HIGBIE 

an*  JOHN 
McCUTCHEON 

Saturday  December  3rd 
Arlington  Town  Hall 

6  &  9  PM  $15  general  admission 

Berklee  Box  Office,  Out-of-Town  Tickets 
M  in  Harvard  Square,  Sandy's  Music  in 
Cambridge,  Wood  &  Strings  Music  In 
Arlington,  all  Strawberries  and  Ticketron 


Rights  Fund  dinner  raises 
$90K 

Authors  Armistead  Maupin  and  Fran  Liebowitz  honored 


By  Marc  Stein 

BOSTON  —  Over  730  people  crowded  in¬ 
to  the  Imperial  Ballroom  at  the  downtown 
Park  Plaza  Hotel  on  Oct.  21  to  attend  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund’s  (HRCF) 
seventh  annual  New  England  dinner. 
Organizers  of  the  event  estimate  that  they 
succeeded  in  raising  over  $90,000  at  the 
$150-a-plate  affair,  which  featured  presen¬ 
tations  by  novelist  Armistead  Maupin  and 
journalist  Fran  Liebowitz  and  comments  on 
the  upcoming  presidential  election. 

HRCF,  which  is  now  the  ninth  largest  in¬ 
dependent  political  action  committee  in  the 
U.S.,  backs  congressional  candidates  based 
on  their  support  for  lesbian  and  gay  issues, 
and  lobbies  Congress  to  fight  against  AIDS 
and  for  enactment  of  anti-discrimination 
laws.  A  quarter  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
Boston  dinner  will  benefit  two  local 


Maupin  said  that  as  a  teenager  he  had 
thought  that  “crimes  against  nature”  meant 
defacing  trees,  and  was  told  that  being  queer 
was  one  step  below  being  a  morphodite. 
Coming  out  later  in  San  Francisco,  Maupin 
learned  that  “there  were  all  sorts  of  stories 
to  tell  when  you  could  tell  the  truth.”  Em¬ 
phasizing  that  he  makes  a  point  of  claiming 
his  gay  identity  in  public  speaking  ap¬ 
pearances,  Maupin  strongly  criticized  as 
hypocritical  and  deceitful  public  figures 
who  refuse  to  come  out  as  gay  for  “practical 
considerations.”  “It’s  time  for  us  to 
become  impatient  with  these  people,  to  tell 
them  they  aren’t  running  away  from  the 
problem  —  they  are  the  problem.” 

Liebowitz  reserved  her  wry  criticisms  for 
the  rituals  of  awards  ceremonies  and  fund¬ 
raising.  Admitting  that  she  didn’t  know 
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Marjorie  Claprood  and  Armistead  Maupin  share  a  moment  at  the  podium  at  HRCF  dinner. 


organizations:  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD)  and  the  Mass.  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus  (MGLPC).  To 
emphasize  the  regional  scope  of  the  dinner, 
organizers  this  year  agreed  to  share  some  of 
the  proceeds  from  the  event  with  organiza¬ 
tions  in  New  England  states  beyond 
Massachusetts.  This  year,  regional  awardees 
include  The  AIDS  Project  (TAP)  in 
Portland,  Maine,  the  Strafford  County 
(N.H.)  Prenatal  and  Family  Planning  Clinic 
and  the  Rhode  Island-based  TRIANGLE 
Foundation. 

Honorees  Armistead  Maupin  and  Fran  Liebo* 
witz 

Participants  from  all  parts  of  New 
England  were  treated  to  tales  from  popular 
gay  author  Maupin.  Maupin,  currently  at 
work  on  a  sixth  novel  in  the  Tales  of  the  City 
series,  described  growing  up  in  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  and  his  positive  feelings  marching  in 
that  city’s  first  gay  pride  march  this  year. 


much  about  jewelry,  she  doubted  the  pins 
given  to  HRCF  donors  who  give  $1200  or 
more  a  year  were  worth  their  price.  She 
herself  said  she  would  let  a  pin  go  for 
$4-500. 

Addressing  the  politics  of  expensive  fund¬ 
raising  events,  GLAD  Development  Direc¬ 
tor  and  HRCF  New  England  Dinner  Com¬ 
mittee  member  Ann  Robbart  later  said, 
“The  financial  goal  of  the  dinner  is  to  raise 
the  maximum  amount  from  people  who  can 
afford  to  give  at  that  level.  And  that  money 
is  used  to  provide,  for  example,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  civil  rights  litigation  that  affects  all  of 
us  at  no  cost  to  the  individuals  bringing  the 
cases.  The  dinner  supports  programs  that 
will  improve  all  of  our  lives.  I’m  excited 
about  the  growth  of  the  dinner.  And  it’s 
clear  to  me  that  some  people  stretched 
financially  to  be  able  to  support  the  dinner 
and  support  the  groups  that  benefit  from  the 
dinner.” 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Abortion  activists 
outnumber  Operation 
Rescue 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

BOSTON  —  An  anti-abortion  action 
dubbed  Operation  Rescue  floundered  Oct. 

22  when  approximately  100  demonstrators 
surrounding  Gynecare  clinic  on  Tremont  St. 
were  met  with  twice  as  many  abortion  rights 
supporters.  Lesbians  from  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Freedom  (R2N2,  Boston 
NOW  and  the  Alliance  Against  Women’s 
Oppression)  and  from  an  ad  hoc  group  call¬ 
ed  “No  Turning  Back”  joined  reproductive 
rights  activists  lining  both  sides  of  the  street 
during  the  morning  protest.  The  activists 
shouted  “Right  to  Life,  your  name’s  a  lie, 
you  don’t  care  if  women  die.”  Operation 
Rescue  plans  another  action  for  Oct.  29, 
over  2000  reproductive  rights  supporters 
have  already  signed  up  to  line  Beacon  St.  in 
Brookline  from  9-1 1  a.m.  in  defense  of 
women’s  access  to  the  clinics.  A  demonstra¬ 
tion  will  follow  at  1 1:30  a.m.  □ 


Reproductive  rights  activists  and  anti-abortionists, 
Sat.  Oct.  22. 


Founding  members  of  NCBLG  (I  to  r):  Darlene  Gamer,  Billy  Jones,  Delores  Berry,  Jon  Gee,  Louis 
Hughes,  Gilberto  Gerald. 

NCBLG  holds 
homecoming 

Tenth  anniversary  conference  in  D.  C.  celebrates  first 
decade  and  sets  some  organizing  priorities 


By  Angela  Bowen 

WASHINGTON  —  The  National  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG) 
held  a  tenth  anniversary  conference  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Sept.  30  to  Oct.  2  at  the 
Howard  Inn.  Formerly  known  as  Harambee 
House  when  NCBLG  held  their  first  con¬ 
ference  at  that  very  hotel  in  1979,  the 
Howard  Inn  is  owned  by  Howard  University 
and  used  to  train  students  in  business  ad¬ 
ministration  and  hotel  management. 
They’re  doing  an  excellent  job.  For  many  of 
us  who  had  never  had  an  opportunity  to 
patronize  a  Black  owned  and  operated  hotel, 
the  size  and  the  ambience  were  extremely 
conducive  to  a  conference  entitled,  “Home 
Work:  For  Homeboys  and  Homegirls.” 

The  home  theme  was  especially  appropri¬ 
ate  since  this  was  also  a  “homecoming” 
conference.  NCBLG  began  in  D.C.  and  was 
centered  there  for  the  first  nine  years  of  its 
existence.  Although  the  national  office 
moved  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  last  May,  it  was 
considered  appropriate  that  the  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  should  happen  in  the  city  where  it 
all  started. 

Six  of  the  seven  people  who  started  the 
organization  were  on  hand  to  receive 
founder’s  certificates,  including  the  man 
everyone  credited  with  originating  the  idea 
of  NCBLG  —  Billy  Jones.  Founders  also 
present  were  Delores  Berry,  Darlene  Gar¬ 
ner,  Jon  Gee,  Louis  Hughes,  and  former  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  Gil  Gerald.  Each  of  the  men 
and  women  delivered  very  moving  words 
about  their  experiences  then  and  now.  One 

Conn.  ACT 
OUT  stages 
first  action 
aimed  at 
safer  sex  in 
prisons 

By  Robin  Donley 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  —  Connecticut 
ACT  OUT  held  its  first  action  on  Sept.  28  in 
downtown  Hartford  outside  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC),  which  runs  the  state  prisons. 

About  30  members  and  supporters  of  the 
newly  formed  group  picketed,  waved  signs 
and  chanted  their  demands  that  the  DOC 
make  condoms  and  dental  dams  available  to 
prisoners  at  no  cost.  Tony  Carlo,  an  ACT 
OUT  spokesperson,  read  a  statement  ex¬ 
plaining  why  the  free  provision  of  condoms 
and  dental  dams  is  important.  Carlo  pointed 
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founding  member  who  was  absent  was  cur¬ 
rent  executive  director  Renee  McCoy,  who 
was  recovering  from  an  operation,  but  we 
saw  and  heard  her  in  a  slide  show  called 
“NCBLG:  The  First  Decade”  produced  by 
Ron  Simmons,  NCBLG’s  archival  historian 
and  by  filmmaker  Michelle  Parkerson, 
longtime  NCBLG  board  member. 

Parkerson’s  workshop  entitled  “Can  We 
Talk?”  was  one  of  the  most  successful  at  the 
conference.  Among  the  many  topics  it  dealt 
with  were:  defining  and  re-defining  our¬ 
selves  and  our  relationships,  butch/femme, 
unlearning  sexism,  transsexuality,  bisexuali¬ 
ty,  and  role  trips.  Some  other  workshops 

were:  “Tell  it  Like  it  Is,”  which  dealt  with 
gay  and  lesbian  history,  the  gay  Afrocentric 
liberated  individual,  integrating  our  heri¬ 
tage,  developing  dialogues  with  traditional 
Black  institutions,  and  addressing  homo¬ 
phobia  in  the  church;  “Bringing  a  Chapter 
to  Life,”  “All  Together  Against  AIDS,” 
“Nurturing  Our  Families  in  Every  Direc¬ 
tion,”  and  “Spiritual  (Common)  Sense.” 

The  workshop  entitled  “The  Nitty  Gritty 
of  Political  Action”  brought  forth  a  resolu¬ 
tion  that  all  chapters  and  organizing  efforts 
(groups  working  toward  becoming  full 
chapters)  return  to  their  home  communities 
and  become  active  in  helping  to  register  peo¬ 
ple  and  get  them  to  the  polls  on  voting  day. 
The  men’s  caucus  brought  out  several  reso¬ 
lutions,  among  them:  1)  That  the  national 
group  encourage  intimate,  nonsexual  rela- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 

out  that  currently  the  DOC  does  not  make 
condoms  and  dental  dams  available  at  all.  In 
his  statement,  he  also  revealed  some  of  the 
statistics  on  the  state  prisons  that  ACT  OUT 
unearthed  from  official  state  publications. 

“Forty-six  prisoners  have  come  down 
with  AIDS  since  1982,”  Carlo  read  aloud. 
“Since  voluntary  testing  began  in  the 
prisons  in  1986,  800  people  have  tested  HIV 
[antibody]  positive.” 

The  local  press  and  television  stations 
gave  the  action  strong  coverage,  and  ACT 
OUT  member  Henry  Abelove  said  the  group 
hoped  the  action  would  help  to  build  public 
outrage  about  the  DOC’s  “no-condoms, 
no-dental  dams”  policy. 

Abelove  said  Connecticut  ACT  OUT 
plans  two  other  actions  in  the  near  future  — 
one  against  the  Catholic  Archdiocese  of 
Hartford  and  one  against  the  Hartford 
police.  He  explained  that  the  police  had 
been  rousting  and  harassing  gay  men  in  an 
old  cruising  area  on  Mechanic  Street  near 
the  Chez  Est  bar.  “We  need  to  take  back 
that  street,”  Abelove  said. 

Connecticut  ACT  OUT  has  also  been 
developing  ties  with  Black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munity  organizations  in  the  Hartford  area, 
according  to  Abelove.  ACT  OUT  member 
Julie  Reiskin  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  group  at 
an  NAACP-sponsored  rally  in  September 
about  police  brutality  against  Black  people. 
Carla  Odiaga,  another  ACT  OUT  member, 
spoke  for  the  group  to  a  crowd  of  more  than 
1000  at  a  rally  for  Puerto  Rican  in¬ 
dependence  Sept.  24  .  □ 
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GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising  Coordinator 

Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  advertising, 
free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns,  and  other 
strategies  to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and  process  weekly  classified 
advertising.  Participate  in  weekly  workings  of 
GCN,  including  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  administrative, 
creative,  and  organizational  skills.  Experience  in 
design  or  public  relations  a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  col¬ 
lective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  eligibility  for  ADW  Workers  Trust 
health/life  insurance,  routine  health  care  through 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave 
and  four  weeks  annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  as 
soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to 
apply. 


Halloween  Dance  Party 
Benefit  for  GCN  and 
Nicaragua  Material  Aid 
Saturday,  November  5,  9pm-2am 

United  Fruit  Company  and  Red  Shades  affinity 
group's  third  annual  extravaganza,  Villa  Victoria 
Cultural  Center,  85  West  Newton  (South  End), 
with  live  DJ,  all  kinds  of  dance  music,  and  cash  bar 
and  refreshments.  Creative  dress  encouraged; 
everyone  welcome.  $6  in  advance,  $10  at  door 
(sliding  scale).  Advance  tickets  available  at  GCN, 
Central  America  Solidarity  Association,  Red  Book, 
Cambridge  Food  Co-op,  New  Words  and  Glad  Day 
bookstore.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info,  GCN: 
426-4469  or  tty:  426-0332. 


Thank  You,  Resist 

GCN  gratefully  acknowledges  our  recent  grant 
from  Resist,  a  national  foundation  that  funds 
organizations  working  for  peace  and  social  justice. 
Formed  to  support  draft  resistance  and  to  oppose 
the  war  in  Vietnam,  in  1967  Resist  members  issued 
a  “Call  to  Resist  Illegitimate  Authority."  Later, 
Resist's  work  became  broader,  as  it  developed  a 
“greater  understanding  of  the  way  the  war  was  con¬ 
nected  to  unequal  distribution  of  power  and  money 
at  home  and  a  system  of  American  domination 
abroad." 

GCN  readers  interested  in  making  donations  to 
Resist,  subscribing  to  its  newsletter,  or  receiving 
copies  of  the  foundation’s  funding  guidelines  should 
write  Resist,  I  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 


New  GCN  Policy  on 
Letters  and 
Speaking  Outs 

Community  Voices  is  such  a  successful  forum  for 
readers'  views  that  GCN  finds  itself  with  more  than 
a  one  month  backlog  of  letters  and  columns.  We  re¬ 
main  commited  to  printing  every  letter  to  the 
editor  that  we  receive,  and  want  to  ensure  that  let¬ 
ters  and  columns  continue  to  be  timely  and  lively. 

So,  beginning  in  November,  GCN  will  only  ac¬ 
cept  letters  to  the  editor  that  are  no  longer  than 
two  typed,  double-spaced  pages  and  Speaking  Outs 
that  are  no  longer  than  four  typed,  double-spaced 
pages. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out” 
are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true 
forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  en¬ 
courage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and 
comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  ex¬ 
pressed  in  this  space.  We  welcome  all  contri¬ 
butions  except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of 


letters  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions 
sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space-avail- 
able  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit  let¬ 
ters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  for 
length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of 
the  author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  membership. 


Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES. 
Send  to:  Community  Voices  or  Speaking 
Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Genocide:  an  “isolated 
aberration"? 

Dear  GCN : 

It  is  time  we  examined  modern  govern¬ 
ments’  most  horrifying  act  —  mass  murder 
of  unwanted  groups  —  and  our  present  drift 
in  this  dangerous  direction. 

From  Nazi  concentration  camps  to  the 
“boat  people”,  the  world  has  lately  suffered 
a  terrifying  increase  in  government-led 
genocide.  The  organized  elimination  of 
select  populations  has  grown  at  a  tremen¬ 
dous  rate  over  the  last  150  years.  From- the 
British  exploitation  of  the  Irish  potato 
famine  to  the  Turkish  massacres  of  the 
Armenians,  from  the  Nazi  extermination  of 
Jews,  Gypsies  and  homosexuals,  to  the  re¬ 
cent  Cambodian  slaughters,  extermination 
of  unwanted  groups  has  become  almost 
commonplace. 

With  the  current  results  of  public  opinion 
polls  on  AIDS  and  homosexuality,  new 
genocide  may  soon  be  upon  us.  These 
nightmares  of  human  cruelty  have  been 
viewed  as  isolated  aberrations.  A  radical 
new  approach  to  the  issue  would  be  to  view 
mass  murder  as  a  deliberate  .policy  of 
established  governments  and  classes  to  cope 
with  unwanted  populations  in  times  of 
economic  or  political  upheaval. 

Sincerely, 
Adam  Starchild 
04690-067 

_  Box  1000 

Sandstone,  MN  55072 

Vote  socialist 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  community  in 
Boston  and  Massachusetts  have  little  reason 
to  vote  for  Dukakis  for  President,  and  have 
no  reason  at  all  to  vote“Republican.  The  Gay 
and  Lesbian  community  should  opt  for  an 
independent  political  candidate  as  a  first 
step  in  moving  towards  empowerment.  The 
two  party  system  has  never  given  gays  and 
lesbians  any  full  power,  representation  or 
support  of  the  basic  human  rights  it  is  entitl¬ 
ed  to. 

I  am  urging  a  write-in  vote  for  the 
Socialist  Party  candidate  Willa  Kenoyer. 
Kenoyer  is  a  past  National  Co-Chair  of  the 
Citizens  Party,  and  a  long-time  rank  and  file 
progressive  activist  in  peace  and  left 
organizations.  She  is  a  journalist  from 
Shelby,  Mich,  and  member  of  the  Socialist 
Party.  Though  unfair  ballot  access  laws  — 
the  worst  of  any  state  in  the  Northeast  — 
has  kept  her  off  the  ballot,  voters  can  write- 
in  her  name  on  the  Mass,  ballot,  and  it  will 
be  counted  and  reported  according  to  state 
law.  Voters  should  only  write  in 
“Kenoyer/Ehrenreich”  on  the  ballot  (no 
address  is  needed).  (Ron  Ehrenreich  is  her 
vice-presidential  running  mate.) 

Dukakis’  stand  on  denying  gay  foster 
parents  the  right  to  adoption  of  children  is  a 
criminal  offense  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  I  urge  all  gay  and  lesbian  people  to 
join  me  in  a  write-in  protest  vote  in  favor  of 
Willa  Kenoyer  of  the  Socialist  Party. 

In  Solidarity, 

_  Bill  Shakalis 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Which  U.S.  presidential 
candidate  will  keep  us  out? 

-  Dear  GCN: 

Since  the  two  of  us  are  already  out  to 
everyone  who  knows  us,  and  because  our 
coming  out,  a  decade  ago,  was  too  highly 
publicized  for  further  gestures  of  that  sort  to 
be  meaningful,  we  are  observing  National 
Coming  Out  Day  this  year  by  exhorting  gay 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
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men  and  lesbians  to  consider,  when  they  go 
to  the  polls  in  a  few  days,  which  U.S. 
presidential  candidate  is  more  likely  to 
facilitate  their  staying  out. 

With  dismaying  frequency,  both  of  us 
hear  other  gay  men  brush  the  well-being  of 
gays  and  lesbians  aside  and  declare  the  in¬ 
tention,  usually  in  a  spirit  of  cynical 
materialism,  to  vote  for  the  party  that  op¬ 
poses  gay  rights.  Certainly  there  are  other 
issues  to  be  considered  in  an  election,  issues 
of  potentially  greater  importance  affecting 
the  larger  community.  Ideally,  perhaps,  the 
legitimacy  of  gay  and  lesbian  lifestyles 
should  not  be  an  issue  at  all.  It  should  not  be 
an  issue  when  you  go  to  the  polls,  when  you 
interview  for  a  job,  when  you  try  to  rent  or 
buy  a  home,  or  in  any  other  situation.  But  as 
long  as  it  is  an  issue  affecting  the  basic 
security  of  millions  of  men  and  women,  af¬ 
fecting  their  freedom  to  pursue  a  career  or  to 
live  where  they  choose  or  to  enjoy  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  law,  then  it  must  be  an  issue  at 
the  polls.  And  for  those  whose  well-being  it 
affects  decisively,  i.e.,  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians,  it  should  be  a  decisive  issue. 

All  of  this  seems  obvious  to  us,  but  we 
gather  from  conversation  that  it  is  not.  We 
have  to  point  out  the  affinity  of  the 
Republican  Party  and  the  New  Right.  We 
have  to  point  out  that  as  the  New  Right  ex¬ 
erts  greater  influence  upon  our  government, 
the  day  draws  closer  when  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  will  have  to  choose  one  of  five  routes: 
to  cower  in  their  closets,  to  go  to  prison,  to 
leave  the  country,  to  kill  themselves,  or  to  be 
“cured”  of  their  love  and  become  nice  little 
gingerbread  men  and  women.  The  next 
President  will,  among  other  things,  deter¬ 
mine  the  constitution  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  the  rest  of  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  the 
next  generation.  The  short-term  efficacy  of 
another  Republican  administration,  toward 
the  suppression  of  difference  and  dissent,  is 
unpredictable.  We  live  under  a  government 
whose  saving  grace  is  often  its  inefficiency. 
The  significance  of  voting  for  George  Bush 
and  his  minion  is  nonetheless  clear.  It  is  a 
vote  for  a  future  in  which  there  will  be  no 
Coming  Out  Day,  no  gay  life  that  is  not  fur¬ 
tive  and  dangerous,  and  no  publication 
above  ground  for  letters  like  this  one. 

Sincerely, 
Terry  Gordon  Colbert 
James  W .  Mason 
Urbana,  111. 

Onto  the  election  circus 

Dear  GCN: 

The  nomination  circus  is  over  for  both 
half-parties  of  the  rich:  republiKKKans  and 
demoKKKrats.  And  seeing  the  results, 
rather  than  feeling  compelled  to  “choose  a 
lesser  evil,”  as  in  elections  past  for  as  far  as  I 
can  remember,  I  urge  my  gay/lesbian  breth¬ 
ren  to  boycott  the  election,  to  stay  home  on 
election  day  and  thus  strip  the  system  of  its 
claim  to  legitimacy. 

Earlier  in  1988  GCN  criticized  Mike 
Dukakis  for  his  narrow-minded  homopho¬ 
bia,  for  his  anti-AlDS-control  opposition  to 
distributing  free  needles,  for  banning  gay 
foster  parenting,  and  for  the  other  1000  and 
one  anti-gay,  anti-Black  or  -Hispanic,  or 
anti-working-women,  or  anti-working-class 
samples  we  have  been  “dispensed”  by  the 
system  during  the  Dukakis  governorship. 
And  GCN  was  right  in  its  criticism!  Because 
then,  as  now,  Dukakis  is  that  and  much 
more!  And,  needless  to  say,  whatever  can  be 
said  or  implied  about  the  “Duke  of  Big 
Business”  can  be  multiplied  thousandfold 
about  “Cocaine-Contra  George.” 

Both  are  very  bad.  We  must  therefore  op¬ 
pose  both. 

It  is  no  coincidence  that  both  major 
presidential  candidates  chose  their  running 
mates  from  the  most  reactionary  stock  in 
their  respective  half-parties.  Nor  that  their 
campaign  rhetoric,  even  in  hypocritical  elec- 
toralese,  is  not  aimed  at  the  working  classes 
or  both  candidates  are  confused  with  things 
like  each  worker’s  right  to  a  job,  at  just 
wages,  with  education  and  health  care  for 
all,  nor  at  the  working  woman’s  right  to 
reasonably  accessible  (which  implies  afford¬ 
able)  day  children  care  or  freedom  from  un¬ 
wanted  pregnancies,  nor  to  even  care  to  pro¬ 
mise  the  oppressed  nationalities  the  usual  lie 
that  “things  will  get  better.”  But  quite  the 
contrary.  Statements  by  both  Bush  and 
Dukakis  are  aimed  at  reassuring  the  very 
rich  that  “things  are  under  control,”  or 
comforting  the  most  racist,  sexist,  homo- 
phobic  audiences  that,  whoever  wins,  nig¬ 
gers,  broads,  queers  and  commies  will  be 
kept  under  close  check. 

In  so  luring  the  very  rich  and  reactionaries 
while  thumbing  their  noses  at  the  people,  the 


rulers  announce  their  decision  to  rule  with 
an  iron  fist  in  the  foreseeable  future.  We  live 
in  an  increasingly  police  state  and  see  racist 
murders  like  those  in  Howard  Beach,  by 
killer  cops  in  Perth  Amboy,  Phillie,  Tampa, 
Dallas,  and  Hemphill,  TX;  judicial  frame- 
ups  like  that  of  Noah  Roisten  in  Boston  and 
Mark  Curtis  in  Des  Moines;  gang  racist 
rapes  like  against  Tawana  Brawley  in  New 
York  State;  “police  riots”  like  against  the 
homeless  in  Tompkins  Square;  pogroms 
against  “whomever  looks  street’’ 
[whomever  doesn’t  look  establishment  or 
conservative,  especially  working  class  youth 
who  “hang  out”  on  the  street]  in  Los 
Angeles  and  Berkeley.  These  actions  will  be 
on  the  increase,  condoned  and  encouraged, 
by  words  and  acts  and  acts  of  omission,  by 
the  rulers  of  ameriKKKa. 

And  against  the  planned  assault,  we  the 
people  must  organize! 

Historically  our  exploiters  aim  at  keeping 
us  the  exploitees  isolated,  each  looking  at 
his/her  narrow  interests  but  indifferent  to 
the  interests  of  others  who  are  oppressed  — 
like  mules  with  side-blinds  who  can’t  see 
anything  but  the  carrot  dangling  from  a 
stick  before  its  eyes.  We  must  change  the 
situation,  to  recognize  and  learn  from  each 
other,  and  then  unite.  We  can  no  longer  af¬ 
ford  to  see  ourselves  exclusively  as  gay/les¬ 
bian,  or  Black/Hispanic/White,  or  working 
mothers,  or  PWAs  or  handicapped  or  what- 
have-you....  We  are  fellow  human  beings 
being  ruthlessly  exploited  and  kept  divided 
by  our  common  enemy:  the  ruling  classes 
and  their  bureacrats  and  storm  troopers  and 
executioners. 

It  isn’t  gay  vs.  straight,  man  vs.  woman, 
Black  vs.  White  vs.  Hispanic,  U.S.  indus¬ 
trial  worker  vs.  Korean  or  Mexican  worker, 
or  union  worker  or  urban  dweller  vs.  rural 
migrant  worker.  The  real  struggle  is  the 
poor  vs.  the  rich,  those  who  must  work  for  a 
living  and  those  who  exploit  that  very  need 
of  the  poor  to  work,  the  oppressed  of  all 
kinds  vs.  their  oppressors,  wage-slaves  vs. 
their  slave-masters. 

And  thus  conscientious  and  united,  we 
not  only  can  but  shall  win! 

While  the  ruling  classes  busy  themselves, 
as  most  assuredly  they  will,  in  setting  the 
next  generation  of  screws  against  us  in  the 
upcoming  years,  we  the  oppressed  shall  also 
get  busy,  in  an  all-out  effort  to  educate, 
awaken  their  conscience,  organize  in  all  our 
work  places,  our  schools,  neighborhoods 
and  communities,  to  organize  them  tightly 
and  responsively  for  the  events  to  come. 
And  very  soon!  The  time  is  coming  when  we 
the  people,  the  poor  and  the  hungry,  the 
humiliated,  the  sidestepped  and  stepped  on 
and  over,  stun  our  class  enemies,  as  effi¬ 
ciently  as  puzzle  pieces  fall  in  place  after 
much  chaos,  once  and  for  all  times  conquer¬ 
ing  political  power. 

Anna  Lucia  Gelabert 
Gatesville,  Texas 


Uhuru  House  not  homophobic 

Dear  GCN: 

After  reading  ‘SF  Pride  Organizers  Anger 
Fringe  Groups’  by  Chris  Bull  I  was  mad  and 
thoroughly  put  out  with  the  Parade  Com¬ 
mittee.  Such  racist  tactics  are  highly 
deplorable'and  unfitting  to  any  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  person  or  group.  Attempts  by  some 
gays  to  copy  straights  and  to  blend  in  and 
hold  conservative  status  quo  opinions  when 
change  is  desperately  needed  will  not  work. 

I  have  as  a  prisoner  had  personal  dealing 
with  the  members  of  the  Uhuru  House, 
which  publishes  the  Burning  Spear,  sent  to 
me  free  for  years  now.  I’ve  read  their 
publication  and  believe  me  they  are  not 
homophobic. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention. 

In  struggle  and  unity, 
Herbert  Darrell  Hay 
263672 
Rt  1  Box  16 
Lovelady,  TX  75851 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Dukakis,  Bush  and 
survival 


By  Terry  E.  Cosgrove 

There  would  be  very  little  doubt  in  any  of 
our  minds  that  the  last  seven  years  in  the 
U.S.  have  been  among  the  most  hostile 
toward  our  community  in  the  long  and  dif¬ 
ficult  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 
Yes,  we  havefought  back  like  hell,  and  some 
of  us  have  survived.  Many  of  us  have  died, 
many  are  dying  now,  with  many  more  to 
come. 

Some  of  us  have  survived  the 
Reagan/Bush  silence  on  AIDS  during  the 
first  six  years  of  the' crisis,  only  to  hear, 
when  the  silence  was  finally  broken,  that 
people  like  right-wing  Illinois  State  Senator 
Penny  Pulled  (author  of  some  of  the  most 
repressive  AIDS  legislation  in  the  nation) 
had  been  appointed  to  the  Presidential 
AIDS  Commission,  and  that  no  one  in  the 
Reagan/Bush  administration  could  agree 
until  a  few  months  ago  about  the  content  of 
a  nationwide  AIDS  mailing. 

Some  of  us  survived  the  frontal  assault  of 
the  Hardwick  decision,  in  which  Reagan 
and  Bush  asked  the  Supreme  Court  to  make 
our  lovemaking  in  the  privacy  of  our  own 
homes  a  criminal  offense.  And  some  of  us 
have  survived  the  open  season  of  violence 
perpetrated  against  us,  despite  the 
Reagan/Bush  refusal  to  make  gay-bashing  a 
civil  rights  crime.  The  Reagan/Bush 
message  to  Americans  is  that  it  is  perfectly 
acceptably  to  beat  us,,  kills  us  or  allow  us  to 
die. 

The  question  in  this  election  is:  How 
much  more  hostility  can  we  take  and  still 
survive?  Or,  how  many  of  us  will  survive?  I 
don’t  know.  I  do  know  that  Michael 
Dukakis  will  not  appoint  Supreme  Court 
justices  who  believe  that  our  rights,  our 
privacy  and  our  very  existence  are  “special 
privileges,*”  as  George  Bush  does.  I  also 
know  that  Supreme  Court  justices  are  ap¬ 
pointed  for  life  and  that  those  appointments 
shape  our  lives  for  10,  20,  30,  50  years  and 
more. 

I  know  a  great  deal  more  about  Mike 
Dukakis.  I  know  that  in  1974,  as  a 
Massachusetts  state  legislator,  he  introduc¬ 
ed  a  state  gay  rights  bill,  and  in  his  1988 
State  of  the  State  address,  just  days  before 
the  New  Hampshire  primary,  he  told  the  na¬ 
tion  that  he.  supported  its  passage.  I  know 
that  Mike  Dukakis  supported  a  Mass,  law 
that  makes  an  assault  related  to  sexual 
preference  a  civil  rights  crime.  I  know  that 
under  Gov.  Dukakis,  Massachusetts  was  the 
first  state  to-  conduct  a  statewide  house-to- 
house  AIDS  mailing,  and  th^t  it  spends 
more  money  per  person  with  AIDS  than  any 
other  state.- 

I  know  that  Dukakis  is  not  perfect  on 
every  single  issue  about  which  I  have  con¬ 
cerns.  Meanwhile,  there  are  those  in  our 
community  who  would  have  us  focus  nearly 
all  of  our  energy  on  these  imperfections  in¬ 
stead  of  working  as  hard  as  we  possibly  can 
to  defeat  George  Bush  and  Dan  Quayle  and 
thus  prevent  10,  20  or  more  years  of  ter- 

Feel  okay  about  voting  for 
Dukakis 

Dear  GCN:  . 

Recently  I  attended  a  conference  on 
Women  in  the  Civil  Rights  Movement.  It 
was  a  powerful  gathering  of  many  of  the 
shakers  and  movers  of  the  movement,  activ¬ 
ists,  and  younger  women  wanting  to  learn 
more  about  that  history.  Against  that  back¬ 
ground,  I  watched  the  second  presidential 
debate.  I  lost  my  breath  as  I  realized  that 
Bush  might  really  be  our  next  president,  al¬ 
lowing  him  to  consolidate  Reagan’s  work  of 
the  last  eight  years;  and  I  gasped  in  horror 
when  I  fully  took  in  that  the  next  president 
will  probably  appoint  three  Supreme  Court 
judges.  That  alone  propelled  me  to  the  type¬ 
writer. 

I  thought  about  Linda  Brown’s  mother, 
whom  I  had'  met  at  the  conference.  Linda 
Brown  was  the  plaintiff  in  Brown  vs.  Board 
of  Education  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  the  1954 
Supreme  Court  decision  that  declared  illegal 
“separate  but  equal”  schools  for  black  chil¬ 
dren.  I  could  imagine  a  Bush  court  turning 
around  even  that  decision.  The  prospect  of 
losing  many  of  our  hard-won  civil  liberties 
was  intolerable. 

I  plan  to  vote  for  Dukakis  in  November. 


rorism  against  us  from  becoming  our  future 
on  November  8th. 

Prior  to  the  June  7th  primary  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  I  supported  Jesse  Jackson.  I  did  not 
support  Jackson  because  he  was  perfect  on 
every  issue.  Jackson  refused  to  support 
school-based  birth  control  clinics,  a  vital 
issue.  All  women,  regardless  of  age  or 
economic  status,  should  have  access  to  the 
means  by  which  to  control  their  fertility, 
and  thus,  destiny.  Knowing  Jackson’s  posi¬ 
tion  on  this  issue  and  others,  I  still  promoted 
his  candidacy,  because  I  knew  that  a  Presi¬ 
dent  Jackson  would  be  open  to  persuasion 
on  birth  control  access  and  a  host  of  other 
issues. 

I  worked  for  the  imperfect  Paul  Simon  in 
his  bid  for  the  Senate  in  Illinois  in  1984, 
because  I  knew  that  we  had  a  chance  to 
change  his  views  on  reproductive  rights  for 
poor  women  and  on  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 
Senator  Simon  did  change  his  views  on  both 
of  these  issues,  because  we  worked  with  him 
and  gained  access  to  him. 

If  elected,  Mike  Dukakis  will  be  very  ac¬ 
cessible  to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  National 
lesbian  and  gay  leaders  including  Barney 
Frank,  Gerry  Studds,  Elaine  Noble,  Jean 
O’Leary  and  hundreds  more,  already  have 
access  to  Dukakis  and  are  working  for  his 
election.  I  am  absolutely  certain  that  if 
George  Bush  is  elected,  people  like  William 
Dannemeyer,  Penny  Pullen,  Jerry  Fallwell, 
Jesse  Helms,  Orrin  Hatch,  Pat  Robertson 
and  others  who  would  prefer  we  didn’t  exist, 
will  be  advising  Bush  on  Supreme  Court  ap¬ 
pointments  and  AIDS  policies. 

I  am  also  certain  that  a  Bush  appointed 
Supreme  Court  would  overturn  the  1973  rul¬ 
ing  on  abortion,  Roe  v.  Wade.  This  would 
result  in  thousands  of  women  each  day  be¬ 
ing  terrorized  by  unplanned  pregnancies, 
with  hundreds  ending  up  dead  and  but¬ 
chered  from  self-induced  or  back-alley 
abortions. 

On  November  8th,  when  the  polls  close, 
we  must  know  that  we  did  everything  possi¬ 
ble  to  ensure  that  George  Bush  is  not  the 
next  President.  We  cannot  afford  to  just 
vote  for  Dukakis,  as  some  have  suggested. 
We  must  be  on  every  street  corner,  in  every 
bar,  at  every  door,  and  on  the  phone  of 
every  lesbian  and  gay  voter  and  supporter  of 
our  rights. 

We  must  talk  to  every  friend,  every  family 
member,  and  every  co-worker  explaining 
that  our  very  lives  are  on  the  line  with  this 
election. 

Terry  E.  Cosgrove  is  a  Chicago-based  ac¬ 
tivist,  who  has  been  active  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay,  abortion  rights  and  anti-war  move¬ 
ments  since  1969. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the 
GCN  membership. 


Not  because  I  love  the  man.  Or  even  because 
I  respect  all  of  his  political  decisions.  And 
certainly  not  because  I  have  any  use  for  his 
obnoxious  and  insulting  behavior  around 
foster  care.  But  because  I  want  to  keep  Bush 
out  of  the  White  House. 

I  know  that  for  many  of  us,  voting  for 
Dukakis  can  feel  like  an  act  of  self-hatred. 
But  the  impact  Bush  will  have  international¬ 
ly,  as  well  as  on  the  more  disadvantaged 
parts  of  our  people  in  the  United  States  (and 
we’re  part  of  that)  is  frightening  to  contem¬ 
plate.  (It  makes  the  act  of  voting  for 
Dukakis  do-able  for  me.)  AIDS.  Abortion. 
Central  America.  Civil  rights  for  blacks  and 
women.  The  environment.  We  stand  to  lose 
too  much  with  Bush. 

I  suggest  that  we  all  vote  for  Dukakis,  that 
we  say  we  are  voting  for  Dukakis,  that  we 
urge  our  friends  to  vote  for  Dukakis,  and 
that  we  feel  okay  about  it,  given  our  choices. 

We  make  no  promises  about  not  continu¬ 
ing  with  our  political  work  once  Dukakis 
(we  should  live  so  long!)  is  elected.  We  don’t 
sign  anything  away.  We  may  just  buy  a  little 
more  time  for  ourselves  and  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

Yours, 
Vicki  Gabriner 
Brookline,  Mass. 
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ACLU 

Continued  from  page  I 

tact.  He  said  state  and  city  governments 
could  face  federal  funding  cuts  if  Congress 
determines  they  are  “promoting  homosex¬ 
uality”  through  the  use  of  federal  funds. 
“Although  we  are  considered  to  be  in  the 
mainstream  of  service  organizations,  we 
cannot  apply  for  federal  funds  because  we 
openly  state  that  homosexuality  is  healthy 
and  good,”  said  Martin.  “We  will  not  com¬ 
promise  that  stand  because  it  is  too  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  street  kids  we  deal  with.”  He 
said  street  adolescents  will  be  the  “next 
wave”  of  AIDS  cases  in  this  country  and 
that  increased  safer  sex  education  and  drug 
programs  are  desperately  needed.  “This  is 
not  simply  a  matter  of  money,”  said  Mar¬ 
tin.  “Our  kids  are  being  treated  as  less  than 
human  beings.  The  Helms  amendment  is  a 
horrendous  piece  of  bigotry  that  must  be 
fought  at  all  costs.” 

Helms’s  office  did  not  return  several 
phone  calls  by  GCN. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Hancock 

Continued  from  page  I 

(FDA)  failure  to  expedite  the  licensing  of 
AP  and  other  AIDS-  and  ARC-related  drug 
treatments.  FDA  approval  of  AP  would  re¬ 
quire  insurance  companies  to  include  the  use 
of  AP  in  their  coverage. 

John  Hancock’s  policy,  at  present,  is  not 
to  cover  any  type  of  preventive  treatments 
for  AIDS-related  illnesses.  Policyholders 
are  reimbursed  for  AP  only  when  prescribed 
as  a  treatment  for  pnuemocystis  carinii 
pneumonia  (PCP),  but  not  as  a  prophylaxis. 
AIDS  activists  have  expressed  concern 
about  this  limited  coverage  because  of  the 
high  percentage  of  PWAs  who  die  during 
their  first  bout  with  PCP. 

“This  is  an  issue  in  which  people  are  dying 
on  a  daily  basis.  Each  minute  in  which  a 
decision  to  provide  AP  treatments  and  pro¬ 
phylaxis  reimbursement  does  not  take  place 
contributes  to  the  death  of  people  in  and  out 
of  our  community,”  explained  a  member  of 
ACT  UP. 

ACT  UP  flyers  distributed  during  the 
after-work  rush  hours  stated,  “We  demand 
that  all  insurance  companies/HMOs  [health 
maintenance  organizations]  cover  aerosoliz¬ 
ed  pentamidine  as  both  a  treatment  and  pro¬ 
phylaxis  against  Pneumocystis  Carinii 
Pneumonia,  the  leading  cause  of  death 
among  people  with  AIDS.”  The  demonstra¬ 
tion,  calling  for  John  Hancock  to  “cover 
AP  not  bodies,”  steadily  gained  momentum 
as  some  passersby  joined  the  picket  line 
circling  in  front  of  the  Clarendon  Street  en¬ 
trance  to  the  building.  Others,  including  a 
handful  of  Hancock  employees,  voiced  sup¬ 
port  for  the  protesters’  position. 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  was  also  targeted 
for  an  ACT  UP  demo  recently,  but  it  was 
cancelled  after  the  timely  decision  made  by 
Blue  Cross  to  begin  covering  AP.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  16,  No.  15)  ACT  UP  sent  letters  to  both 
John  Hancock  and  Blue  Cross  senior  ex¬ 
ecutives  requesting  that  they  begin  covering 
AP  by  Oct.  15.  ACT  UP  then  telephoned 
each  of  the  companies’  officials,  offering  a 
two-week  negotiation  period  prior  to  “mak¬ 
ing  their  concerns  public.”  Though  a 
spokesperson  for  Blue  Cross  insists  that 
pressure  from  activists  was  not  a  “real  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  decision”  to  begin  covering  AP 
Oct.  18,  ACT  UP  members  have  chalked  up 
the  Blue  Cross  decision  as  a  small  but 
significant  victory  in  the  struggle  to  obtain 
adequate  health  care  for  PWAs. 

Mary  Gallagher,  second  vice  president  for 
public  relations  at  John  Hancock,  told  GCN 
that  John  Hancock  does  not  provide  reim¬ 
bursements  for  their  policyholders  who  use 
AP  as  a  prophylaxis  against  PCP  because 
“medical  information  is  inconclusive.” 

ACT  Up  Boston  plans  to  continue 
targeting  health  insurers  indefinitely,  and  to 
support  Busby  during  his  trial. 

According  to  Busby,  several  city  and  state 
officials  indicated  they  will  testify  on  his 
behalf,  including  Deborah  Prothow-Stith, 
Commissioner  for  the  Department  of  Public 
Health;  Roger  Singer,  Mass.  Commissioner 
of  Insurance;  and  Jack  Moy,  Commissioner 
for  the  Communicable  Diseases  Division  of 
the  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Health. 
The  trial  has  been  set  for  Dec.  6.  □ 
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Troubled  People 

Loneliness,  depression.  Gays  & 
Lesbians  are  not  immune.  All 
respond  to  psychotherapy. 
Adjunct  group  therapy. 

I  encourage  an  initial  interview  at 
no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman,  M.A. 
924-2510 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


SUPPORT  & 
COUNSELING 
GROUPS 

from  the 

Fenway  Community 
Health  Center 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery 
Program: 

•  Male  Incest  Survivors  Group 

•  Gay  Male  Sexual  Addiction 

Group  -  on  going 

HIV  Counseling  Program: 

•  Stress  Management  for 

AIDS  Anxiety  - 10  wks 

•  Stress  Management  for  People 

who  are  HIV  Positive  - 10  wks 

•  People  with  AIDS  Support  Group 

•  Relationship  Issues  and  HIV 

Infection  -  couples  &  individuals 

•  Life-Enhancement  Group  for 

People  with  HIV  Infection  & 
their  Partners,  Friends 
&  Families 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Family  and 
Parenting  Servicer 

•  Lesbians  Considering  Parenting 

•  Gay  Men  Considering  Parenting 

•  Lesbian  Parent  Group 

•  Adolescent  Children  of 

Gay  Parents 

617-267-0900 

All  groups  are  reimbursable  by  insurance. 
Sliding  fee  scale  available. 

All  groups  meet  for  12  weeks 
unless  otherwise  noted  above. 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


□  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Democrats  of  Massachusetts 
support  the  National  Democratic  ticket: 


Michael  Dukakis  and 
Lloyd  Bentsen 

Gay  and  Lesbian  civil  rights 
are  under  threat.  BE  SURE  TO 
VOTE.  We  can  7  afford  to  sit 
this  one  out. 


Vin  McCarthy 

Tim  Dunn 

Bob  Nickerson 

John  McDorgh 

Dermot  Meagher 

Ray  Gottwald 

Patrick  A.  Cuskick 

Ann  Sanders 

Donald  J.  Wilson,  Jr. 

Gerry  Studds 

Rosemary  Dunn  Dalton 

Barney  Frank 

Steven  Tierney 

Janet  VanZandt 

Michael  Bardsley 

Don  Gorton 

David  Tibbetts 

Jim  Williams 

Elaine  Nobel 

Jean  McCray 

Hugh  Russel 

Will  Hutchinson 

Gary  Dotterman 

Rev.  Bob  Wheatly 

Arthur  Lipkin 

Ed  Cook 

Frederick  Mandel 

Helena  Hantzes 

Mark  Johnston 

Rev.  Dr.  Jay  Deacon 

JoAnn  DiOrio 

Sandy  Latner 

Liz  Malia 

Rev.  Lesley  Rebecca  Phillips 

Rita  Kantarawski 

Rosy  White 

Lorry  Sorgman 

David  Scondras 

Don  Babets 

Robert  Krebs 

David  Jean 

Daniel  E.  Pentlarge 

Harry  Collings 

Paid  for  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democrats  of  Massachusetts 


PROTECT  YOUR  HOME 


VOTE 

BRIAN  BURKE 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 


We  need: 

Security 
Fire  Protection 
Computerization 
Modern  Archives 

Before  our  valuable 
documents  are: 

Misfiled 
Destroyed 
Damaged  or  Stolen 


“A  FRIEND  TO  THE  BACK  BAY!” 

NOV.  8th  YOU  CAN  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE 
ELECT  BRIAN  BURKE,  A  FULL  TIME  REGISTRAR. 
16-YEAR  BUSINESSMAN,  FATHER  OF  SIX,  LIFELONG 
BOSTON  RESIDENT/COMMUNITY  ACTIVIST. 

WE  CAN’T  AFFORD  6  MORE  YEARS 

DON’T  LET  THEM  PLAY  POLITICS  WITH  YOUR  HOME 

COMMITTEE  TO  ELECT  BRIAN  BURKE  REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 


Liz  Galst  (GCN  staff  member):  We’re  doing 
an  article  on  how  queers  are  dealing  with  the 
election... 

Irena  Klepfisz  (Jewish  lesbian  poet):  Oh 
god,  how  are  they  dealing  with  it?,  tell  me. . . 

By  Chris  Bull,  Jennie  McKnight  and 
Stephanie  Poggi 

lot  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  across  the 
country  (and  around  the  world) 
wonder  how  we’re  all  dealing  with  it, 
so  GCN  checked  in  with  a  bunch  of  people. 
We  asked  the  question  “What  are  you  doing 
on  election  day?”  and  received  responses 
accompanied  by  everything  from  horror  to 
resignation  to  pride  in  a  candidate.  (Irena 
Klepfisz  did  eventually  say  she’ll  “go  vote 
and  hope  the  Democrats  win;  it’s  the 
minimum  you  can  hope  for.”) 


•  Martin  Hiraga,  Asian  gay  man  who  is  HIV 
positive  and  has  chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  a 
member  of  the  PISD  (People  with  Immune 
System  Disorders)  caucus  of  ACT  NOW  and 
a  member  of  ACT  UP/Rochester,  N.Y.  • 
First  of  all  I  should  say  I’m  socialist.  I  strug¬ 
gled  for  a  long  time  about  whether  or  not  to 
vote.  I  finally  decided  I  would  vote  for 
Dukakis  and  write  in  Jackson  for  vice- 
president.  Partly  I’m  voting  for  Dukakis  out 
of  respect  for  deaf  people  who  support  him 
—  I’m  hard  of  hearing  myself.  Also,  I  look 
at  the  Supreme  Court  four  years  down  the 
road  and  I’m  scared  crapless.  I  think  about 
AIDS,  too.  And  I  think  Bush  is  exploiting 
the  movement’s  do-or-die  attitude  about  it 
in  terms  of  saying  the  FDA  process  for 
releasing  drugs  will  be  streamlined  —  but  if 
he’s  elected  he’ll  go  back  to  doing  nothing. 
Dukakis  isn’t  great  on  AIDS  either;  he’s  do¬ 
ing  the  “ignore  it  and  it  will  go  away”  thing. 
But  women,  people  of  color,  people  with 
AIDS  will  not  go  away.  Whether  he’s 
elected  or  not,  we’ll  be  beating  down 
Dukakis’  door. 

•  Alison  Bechdel,  lesbian  creator  of  “Dykes 
to  Watch  Out  For,”  living  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  • 

Mo  [the  main  character  in  the  strip]  will  be 
so  tortured  about  what  to  do  on  election 
day;  she’ll  be  in  agony;  she’ll  probably  be 
one  of  those  people  who  will  wait  until  the 
last  minute  to  decide.  Her  mother  is  a  fun¬ 
draiser  for  Dukakis  and  she’s  getting 
pressure  to  get  more  involved  in  electoral 
politics.  As  for  myself,  I’m  going  to  vote  for 
Dukakis.  It’s  really  horrible.  I  think  maybe 
it  will  take  things  getting  really  bad  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  get  their  shit  together  to  make  things 
better. 

•  Nancy  Wechsler,  member  of  MASS  ACT 
OUT,  staff  member  of  Resist  foundation.  • 

I’m  going  to  go  in  and  vote  on  the  referenda 
items  in  Massachusetts.  I’ll  vote  yes  on  item 
#4  —  to  close  down  the  Pilgrim  and  Yankee 
nuclear  plants  and  I’ll  vote  no  on  item  #2  — 
to  get  rid  of  the  prevailing  wage  law.  That’s 
basically  it.  If  there  was  a  third  party  can¬ 
didate  running  for  president  from  a 
grassroots,  activist,  democratically-run 
organization,  I  would  be  more  than  happy 
to  cast  my  vote.  In  1972,  I  voted  for  Ben¬ 
jamin  Spock,  a  third  party  candidate,  not 
for  George  McGovern.  There  is  no  such 
alternative  right  now.  Specifically,  I  don’t 
consider  the  New  Alliance  Party  and  Lenora 
Fulani  that  alternative.  If  I  vote  for  presi¬ 
dent  at  all,  I’ll  write  in  Rosa  Luxemburg. 

•  Ana  Ortiz,  a  member  of  the  Boston  Com¬ 
ite  de  Mujeres  Puertorriquenas  Miriam 
Lopez  Perez.  • 

I  was  a  Jackson  supporter.  Now  I’m  going 
to  vote  against  George  Bush  out  of  despera¬ 
tion.  I  can’t  stand  the  thought  of  having  the 
former  head  of  the  secret  police  [CIA]  as 
president.  I  hate  the  secret  police. 

•  Ron  Kershaw,  member  of  Affirmation 
(gay/lesbian  Mormons)  and  of  United 
Republican  Clubs  of  Calif.,  the  statewide  gay 
Republican  organization.  • 

I’m  going  to  vote  for  George  Bush.  As  I 
look  at  the  challenges  before  the  country  — 
detente  with  the  Russians  and  economic 
summits  with  other  countries  —  I  think 
Bush  is  the  most  capable.  Sometimes  the  gay 
community  is  portrayed  as  only  being  in¬ 
terested  in  AIDS  and  childcare,  but 
economics  affect  all  of  us.  I  think  Bush  will 
be  more  compassionate  and  caring  than 
Reagan  and  I’m  hoping  he’ll  have  a  liaison 
to  the  gay  community.  Our  group  [United 
Republican  Clubs]  has  already  established  a 
good  rapport  with  the  Bush  campaign  and 
we’re  pleased  with  his  support  of  confiden¬ 
tiality  in  testing  for  HIV. 


•  Bob  Lederer,  gay  and  Puerto  Rico  solidari¬ 
ty  activist,  ACT  UP/New  York  member,  and 
investigative  journalist.  • 

Worried  about  AIDS  spending,  abortion 
rights,  the  Supreme  Court  and  Third  World 
intervention,  I  waffled  on  whether  to  hold 
my  nose  and  vote  for  the  Duke.  But  I  finally 
decided  to  stick  to  my  principle  of  never 
voting  for  any  major  party  candidate.  To  do 
so  just  legitimates  the  system  of  phony 
“choices”  between  corporate-controlled 
politicians.  So,  once  again,  this  year  I’m 
staying  home. 

•  Tacie  Dejanikus,  radical  lesbian  feminist 
activist  and  co-chair  of  the  National  Commit¬ 
tee  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski,  born  and  raised 
in  Washington,  D.C.  • 

Even  though  I  worked  for  [Jesse]  Jackson, 
I’m  going  to  vote  for  what’s  his  name.  I’ve 
almost  always  voted  for  the  lesser  of  two 
evils,  and  I  can’t  bear  to  think  Of  what  will 
happen  to  the  people  on  the  edge  and  out¬ 
side  of  the  mainstream  if  Bush  gets  elected. 

•  Marga  Gomez,  lesbian  stand-up  comic  from 
San  Francisco.  • 

I’m  voting  for  Dukakis. ..Kitty  Dukakis. 


•  Ed  Buck,  leader  of  successful  campaign  to 
recall  Arizona  Governor  Evan  Meacham.  • 

Right  now  I  am  emphasizing  the  state  races 
in  Arizona.  On  election  day  I  will  be  en¬ 
couraging  people  to  get  out  and  vote  for 
Dukakis.  Even  if  Dukakis  loses,  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  send  a  message  to  George  Bush  that 
there  is  a  large  segment  of  this  country  that 
does  not  agree  with  his  right-wing  agenda. 
We  must  force  him  to  moderate  his  policies 
or  we  will  all  be  in  trouble.  Many  gays  in 
Arizona  are  voting  for  Bush  without  reflec¬ 
ting  on  his  dangerously  close  associations 
with  [Lyndon]  LaRouche,  [William]  Dan- 
nemeyer  [R-Calif.]  and  the  other  right-wing 
lunatics. 

•  Roberta  Achtenberg,  executive  director  of 
the  Lesbian  Rights  Project  in  San  Francisco. 
Last  spring,  she  ran  unsuccessfully  to  become 
the  first  openly  gay  state  legislator  in  Califor¬ 
nia.  • 

There  is  no  question  you  have  to  vote.  As 
much  as  I  loathe  what  Michael  Dukakis 
stands  for,  I  believe  Bush  is  an  unmitigated 
disaster.  The  Supreme  Court  and  federal 
judiciary  are  simply  too  important  for 
gay/lesbian  rights,  women’s  rights,  race 
relations  and  civil  rights,  etc.  Neither  can¬ 
didate  is  pro-gay,  although  I  don’t  think 
Dukakis  can  afford  to  be  as  visibly  anti-gay 
as  Bush. 

•  John  Preston,  author,  S/M  activist,  resi¬ 
dent  of  Portland,  Maine.  • 

I  will  definitely  vote  for  Dukakis.  While 
casting  a  vote  for  that  personality  is 
distasteful,  I  simply  can’t  face  eight  years  of 
Republican  appointments  to  the  judiciary. 
At  this  point  the  negative  stuff  about 
Dukakis  must  be  put  aside  for  the  party. 

•  Essex  Hemphill,  Black  gay  poet  and  perfor¬ 
mance  artist  in  Washington,  D.C.  • 

I  will  be  voting.  I’m  not  happy  with  the 
choices.  I  am  convinced  the  last  eight  years 
of  the  Reagan  Administration  have  been 
designed  to  create  social  chaos,  and  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  cast  my  vote  to  change  some  of  that 
around.  I  am  also  disappointed  I  haven’t 
been  more  politically  active  in  the  last  eight 
years  than  I  could  have  been. 

•  Mara  Math,  member  of  the  Mass.  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee,  a  group  that 
has  been  organizing  against  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis’  anti-gay  foster  care  policy  since 
1985.  • 

I’m  going  to  grit  my  teeth  and  vote  for  the 
Democrat,  i.e.,  against  Bush.  But  I’m  not 
out  campaigning  for  Dukakis;  none  of  my 
friends  can  stomach  working  for  the 
Democratic  campaign,  either.  Dukakis  real¬ 
ly  shot  himself  in  the  foot  with  his  contempt 
for  not  only  lesbians  and  gay  men,  but  for 
the  whole  progressive  community.  At  the 
same  time,  I’m  sick  at  the  thought  of  what 
another  4-8  years  of  the  Republicans  will 


mean.  You  know,  I  wanted  to  have  a  kid, 
and  I  wanted  to  have  trees  left  for  the  kid.... 
Anyway,  the  way  1  see  it,  a  vote  for  Mike  is  a 
vote  for  Evelyn  [Murphy,  lieutenant  gover¬ 
nor  of  Mass.;  she’ll  become  the  Mass, 
governor  if  Dukakis  is  elected  president]. 

•  Peter  Thompson,  president  of  CARGO, 
Chicago  Area  Republican  Gay 
Organization.  • 

I’m  going  to  vote  for  George  Bush  and  later 
that  evening,  hopefully  go  to  a  Republican 
victory  party.  In  terms  of  all  the  issues  that 
face  the  next  president,  he  will  do  what  is 
best  for  all  of  us. 

•  French  Wall,  editor  of  The  Guide  to  the  Gay 
Northeast,  former  aide  to  openly  gay  Boston 
City  Councilor  David  Scondras.  • 

It  is  a  tactical  and  strategic  mistake  to  sup¬ 
port  anyone  as  homophobic  as  Dukakis  or 
Bush.  I  understand  being  anxious  about  liv¬ 
ing  with  Bush  for  four  years,  but  what  we 
should  think  about  is  the  message  we  send 
out  by  voting  for  someone  as  consciously 
and  pointedly  homophobic  as  Dukakis.  It 
paints  us  into  an  electoral  corner  if  we  allow 
him  to  attack  us  and  still  win  our  votes.  And 
we  shouldn’t  assume  that  because  Dukakis 


is  a  Democrat  he  is  necessarily  any  better. 
His  record  on  AIDS  is  as  bad  as  Ronald 
Reagan’s.  I  also  think  we  shouldn’t  rewrite 
the  Duke’s  history  the  way  Scondras, 
[Reps.]  Gerry  Studds  [D-Mass.]  and  Barney 
Frank  [D-Mass.]  are.  It’s  one  thing  to  say 
you  support  Dukakis  because  he  is  better 
than  Bush  but  quite  another  to  say  that  we 
should  be  excited  about  voting  for  him.  If 
Dukakis  were  the  governor  of  Idaho,  he 
would  be  a  right  winger.  I  do  not  support 
any  third  party  candidate  either  —  we 
should  sit  this  one  out. 

•  Jim  Baxter,  editor  of  The  Front  Page, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  • 

I  will  vote,  although  not  enthusiastically,  for 
Dukakis.  The  gay  baiting  and  AIDS  inatten¬ 
tion  of  the  Republican  Party  must  stop.  A 
lot  of  gay  men  down  here  are  going  to  vote 
for  George  Bush.  Here  in  North  Carolina 
where  gay  baiting  was  practically  invented 
by  [Sen.]  Jesse  Helms  [R-N.C.],  we  must 
send  a  message  to  the  Republicans  that  this 
has  got  to  stop. 

•  Charley  Shively,  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Fag  Rag  collective,  is  the  author  of  a  series  of 
essays  on  “Cocksucking  as  an  Act  of  Revolu¬ 
tion.”  • 

I  wouldn’t  want  to  have  sex  with  either  can¬ 
didate....  If  Bush  wins,  Phyllis  Schlafly  will 
become  the  new  drug  czar  so  I’ll  probably 
vote  for  Dukakis  just  to  keep  Bush  out  of 
office.  But  I  really  think  we  should  be  talk¬ 
ing  about  age  of  consent  laws  and  S/M, 
issues  not  addressed  by  either  campaign. 

•  Reggie  Williams,  director  of  the  National 
Association  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together’s  AIDS  Prevention  Task  Force  in 
San  Francisco.  • 

I  will  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  although  I 
think  it  is  a  terrible  choice.  I  am  concen¬ 
trating  on  the  state  election.  Proposition  102 
[which  would  mandate  contact  tracing  for 
the  sexual  partners  of  people  who  test  HIV 
antibody  positive]  threatens  to  be  the  most 
devastating  legislation  that  has  come  along 
in  a  long  time.  It’s  unfortunate  because  the 
community  has  lost  so  much  recently  and  we 
still  have  to  keep  battling  the  homophobes. 
Bush  hasn’t  taken  a  Position  on  102,  while 
Dukakis  has  come  out  strongly  against  it. 
But  the  polls  don’t  look  too  good  here,  and 
we  only  have  two  weeks  to  turn  back  the 
proposition. 

•  Susie  Bright,  editor  of  On  Our  Backs 
magazine,  from  her  bathtub  in  San  Francisco.* 

If  Dukakis  had  a  decent  chance  of  winning, 
then  I  might  feel  good  about  voting  for  him. 
I’m  ashamed  to  vote  for  a  Democratic  can¬ 
didate  who  didn’t  live  up  to  the  principles 
put  forward  by  the  Jackson  campaign.  On 
election  day  I  will  have  a  lot  to  say  in  the 
voting  booth  about  local  issues  important  to 
me  —  like  the  state  propositions  (96  and 
102),  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Super¬ 


visors  and  rent  control. 

But  I  want  to  make  the  most  moving 
statement  I  can  against  Bush,  and  that  will 
be  on  election  night,  where  I  will  do  my  best 
to  incite  a  riot  on  Castro  Street.  ACT 
UP/San  Francisco  is  holding  a  rally  and  I 
will  be  speaking  at  it,  and  I  am  sitting  here  in 
my  bathtub  thinking  about  what  I’ll  do.  I’m 
going  to  get  out  my  ‘Burn,  baby,  burn’  ban¬ 
ner  and  I’m  going  to  do  everything  on  elec¬ 
tion  night  that’s  going  to  be  illegal  in  six 
months.  I  would  sodomize,  read  porn,  have 
an  abortion,  and  sit  down  on  my  steps  with 
my  neighbors  and  get  blasted. 

•  Margaret  Cerullo,  lesbian  activist  and 
member  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  —  a  Boston-based  organization 
formed  in  1985  to  fight  Dukakis’  homophobic 
foster  care  policy.  • 

I  guess  I’m  going  to  vote  for  Dukakis  and  I 
must  say  I  never  thought  I  would  see  the 
day.  But  I  feel  quite  terrified  about  what 
Bush  represents  and  would  unleash  in  this 
country,  and  I’ve  found  myself  rooting  for 
Dukakis  recently.  It  matters  to  me  that  I’m 
voting  against  Bush. 

•  Vito  Russo,  person  with  AIDS  (PWA), 
author  and  film  critic,  lives  in  New  York.  • 

I  intend  to  vote  for  Dukakis.  I  am  depressed 
he  is  unlikely  to  win.  Ever  since  1  have  been 
voting  I  have  been  in  the  position  of  voting 
for  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  Dukakis  will  at 
least  be  reachable  on  AIDS  and  on  gay 
issues.  We  couldn’t  even  communicate  with 
Bush;  we’re  in  deep  shit  if  he  is  elected.  It 
will  be  four  more  years  of  no  response  to  the 
epidemic.  The  recent  Bush/FDA  announce¬ 
ment  was  nothing  more  than  a  political  ploy 
to  make  it  appear  like  he  is  doing  something 
on  AIDS.  But  he  is  only  sucking  up  to  the 
drug  companies. 

•  Michael  Callen,  PWA,  singer,  author  and 
AIDS  activist,  lives  in  New  York.  • 

I  will  be  holding  my  nose  and  voting  for 
Dukakis.  I  have  lived  with  AIDS  for  six 
years  and  four  months.  Since  my  diagnosis, 

I  have  taken  a  pacing  strategy.  I  figured  that 
if  I  could  just  make  it  through  Reagan  and 
Bush,  I  could  look  forward  to  a  somewhat 
more  humane  administration.  But  I  am  tired 
now  and  don’t  know  if  I  will  survive  Bush. 
It’s  like  being  in  an  eight-mile  marathon  with 
the  end  in  sight  and  then  seeing  someone 
move  back  the  finish  line  four  miles.  Think¬ 
ing  it  was  almost  over  was  a  way  of  keeping 
my  sanity.  It  is  unimaginable  that  the  elec¬ 
torate  would  go  for  someone  who  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  passive  genocide.  The  election  of 
George  Bush  represents  a  breathtaking 
devaluation  of  the  worth  of  my  own  life.  If 
Bush  is  elected,  I  am  seriously  considering 
surrendering  my  citizenship  and  moving  to 
another  country. 

•  Barry  Adams,  chairman,  founder  and 
“power  behind  the  throne”  of  Republicans 
for  Individual  Freedoms,  one  of  II  gay 
Republican  clubs  in  the  U.S.  • 

I  will  be  voting  for  Bush.  I  believe  Dukakis 
and  the  Democratic  Party  have  taken  our 
vote  for  granted  for  too  long.  And  as  a 
movement,  we’ve  been  relying  on  the 
Democrats  for  our  salvation  for  too  long. 
We  need  to  work  with  both  political  parties. 
Bush  is  a  conservative,  but  he’s  a  conser¬ 
vative  with  a  small  “c”;  I  don’t  think  he’ll 
be  governed  by  the  religious  right  as  Reagan 
was. 

•  Sheryl  Williams,  a  Black  lesbian  from 
Boston  who  grew  up  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
who  has  worked  for  many  years  in  the  lesbian 
and  women’s  movements.  • 

On  Nov.  8  I’m  voting  for  Dr.  Lenora  B. 
Fulani,  the  independent  Black  candidate 
because  she  is  the  only  candidate  who  has 
stood  up  for  Black  people,  for  lesbian  and 
gay  people,  for  oppressed  people  and 
spoken  out  against  the  fact  that  the  two 
white  males  aren’t  working  in  our  interest.  I 
want  to  bring  the  Black  community  and  the 
gay  community  together  to  do  something 
powerful,  and  I  think  the  Fulani  Campaign 
is  a  very  important  way  to  do  this  in  1988. 

•  John  Zeh,  an  environmental  activist 
grateful  that  the  District  of  Columbia,  where 
he  lives,  has  special  provisions  for  disabled 
voters,  of  which  he  is  one.  • 

I’ll  be  voting.  We’ve  been  working  at  Clear 
Water  Action  Project  to  distribute  informa¬ 
tion  on  George  Bush  and  how  he  has  ravag¬ 
ed  the  nation’s  waters  and  wetlands  because 
of  his  position  as  head  of  the  National  Task 
Force  on  Regulatory  Relief.  I  wish  there  was 
a  better  alternative  to  Bush. 

•  Veneita  Porter,  disgruntled  Bostonian  cur- 
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Queers  grapple  with  the 
presidential  ballot  box 

What  will  you  do  on  Nov.  8  —  vote,  stay  home,  incite  a 

riot,  flee  the  country? 
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Henry  Abelove,  Michael  Bronski  and 
Stephanie  Poggi  provided  many  helpful  sug¬ 
gestions  for  this  interview  and  article. 


By  Marc  Stein 

From  his  participation  in  the  British  Gay 
Liberation  Front  in  the  early  1970s  to 
his  work  in  gay  history  and  the  history 
of  sexuality  in  the  1980s,  Jeffrey  Weeks  has 
played  critical  roles  as  activist,  chronicler, 
analyst  and  theorist  of  gay  liberation. 

I  interviewed  Weeks  last  May,  following  a 
lecture  he  gave  about  AIDS  at  the  Institute 
of  Contemporary  Art  in  Boston.  I  was  ex¬ 
cited  about  talking  to  someone  who  dared  to 
have  the  breadth  of  vision  revealed  in  his 
talk  about  the  epidemic.  We  first  spoke 
about  the  British  Gay  Liberation  Front 
(GLF),  which  had  a  transformative ”  ef¬ 
fect  on  Weeks  nearly  20  years  ago. 

Weeks  had  been  one  of  the  earliest  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  GLF,  which  began  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  autumn  of  1970  and  faded  as  an 
organization  beginning  in  1972.  The  GLF 
viewed  itself  from  the  start  as  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  organization  and  emphasized 
homosexuality  as  a  political  issue.  Inspired 
by  the  U.S.  GLF,  the  New  Left  and  the  late 
1960s/early  1970s  counterculture,  the 
British  organization  believed  in  open  and 
visible  action  by  homosexuals  as  homosex¬ 
uals,  and  its  flavor  was  militant  and 
millenarian.  A  t  its  peak,  400-500 people  met 
weekly  in  London,  participants  in  a  “ peo¬ 
ple’s  movement”  that  rejected  more  tradi¬ 
tional  organizations  like  the  Committee  for 
Homosexual  Equality  and  the  Albany 
Trust. 

As  Weeks  argues,  what  united  the  GLF 
was  a  focus  on  coming  out  and  coming 
together,  and  an  identification  of  the  roots 
of  oppression  in  sexism.  The  group  had  a 
strong  minority  of  lesbians  and  was  largely, 
but  not  exclusively,  middle  class. 

Drawing  from  his  experiences  as  GLF  ac¬ 
tivist  and  editorial  collective  member  of  Gay 
Left  —  a  British  socialist  journal  edited  by 
gay  men  that  folded  several  years  ago  — 
Weeks  comments  on  more  recent 
developments  in  British  gay  politics.  This  in¬ 
terview  discusses  the  struggles  against  Sec¬ 
tion  28  ( the  legislation  passed  this  year  that 
prohibits  the  ‘‘promotion  of  homosexuality 
as  a  pretended  family  relationship”)  and 
AIDS,  as  well  as  Weeks’  ground-breaking 
theoretical  work  on  the  formation  of 
homosexual  and  gay  identity  in  the  last  hun¬ 
dred  years. 

Weeks  was  born  in  Wales  and  has  taught 
and  researched  at  the  Universities  of  Kent, 
Southampton,  Essex  and  Kent,  as  well  as  the 
London  School  of  Economics.  He  currently 
works  with  an  agency  that  administers 
grants  to  and  programs  at  British 
Polytechnics.  His  books  include  Coming 
Out:  Homosexual  Politics  in  Britain,  from 
the  Nineteenth  Century  to  the  Present 
(Quartet,  London,  1977);  Sex,  Politics  and 
Society:  The  Regulation  of  Sexuality  Since 
1800  (Longman,  New  York,  1981);  and  Sex¬ 
uality  and  its  Discontents:  Meanings,  Myths 
and  Modern  Sexualities  (Routledge  and 
Kegan  Paul,  London,  1985). 


Marc:  My  first  question  is  about  the  British 
Gay  Liberation  Front  (GLF),  which  I 
understand  formally  existed  from  1970  to 
1972.  In  Coming  Out,  you  describe  yourself 
as  a  participant  in  and  a  historian  of  the 
GLF. 

Jeffrey:  Yes,  I  got  involved  in  British  gay 
liberation  in  1970,  a  coincidence  of  several 
events.  One  was  a  sense  of  personal  crisis  in 
my  own  life.  Although  I  had  been  actively 
gay  for  about  five  years,  it  was  very  much  a 
sort  of  individualized  gay  life,  with  one  or 
two  gay  friends  and  no  involvement  in  a  sub¬ 
culture.  1  had  just  had  a  relationship  come 
to  an  end  and  was  feeling  rather  isolated. 
Another  element  was  that  in  1970  I  started 
work  at  the  London  School  of  Economics 
(LSE)  at  the  very  moment  when  the  GLF 
started  meeting  there.  Two  students  who 
had  been  over  here  [in  the  U.S.]  and  had 
been  inspired  by  the  American  GLF  came 
back  and  just  called  a  meeting. 

The  third  factor  was  that  for  some  time  I 
had  been  on  the  left  politically  but  felt 
acutely  displaced  from  mainstream  leftism. 
I  felt  that  because  I  was  a  gay  person  there 
was  no  way  that  I  could  integrate  into  that 
sort  of  left  politics.  Gay  liberation  brought 
together  the  various  strands  of  my  life:  the 
personal  need,  my  work  at  LSE  and  a  wider 
political  framework.  The  three  came 
together  very  explosively  and  my  personal 
life  was  transformed  immediately.  Within 
the  first  couple  of  weeks,  I  met  the  person 
who  was  to  become  my  lover  for  the  next  ten 
years  and  I  met  most  of  my  current  close 
friends.  In  one  way  or  another,  I’ve  been  in¬ 
volved  in  lesbian  and  gay  politics  ever  since. 

Marc:  I’ve  had  a  similar  experience.  Getting 
involved  with  organizing  the  1987  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
completely  changed  my  personal  life  and 
political  work. 


Jeffrey:  Edmund  White’s  latest  novel  [The 
Beautiful  Room  is  Empty,  Knopf,  NY, 
1988]  ends  with  Stonewall.  The  last  lines  of 
the  novel  say  something  like  “This  was  the 
event  that  transformed  our  lives.”  And 
that’s  absolutely  true,  for  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  us.  It  was  not  so  much 
Stonewall,  as  the  events  in  London  a  year 
later  that  echoed  the  emergence  of  gay 
liberation  over  here.  I  draw  a  general  theme 
from  this.  Involvements  in  movements 
similar  to  gay  liberation  —  that  is,  the 
women’s  movement,  the  Black  movement, 
the  peace  movement  —  have  a  transfor¬ 
mative  effect  on  people.  And  that  tells  us 
something  very  profound  about  what’s  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  politics  of  the  West  in  the  last  20 
years.  Increasingly  people  come  to  radical 
politics  not  through  any  abstract  acceptance 
of  theory  learned  in  the  classroom  or  from 
traditional  modes  of  mobilization,  like 
class. 

Marc:  In  Sexuality  and  its  Discontents,  you 
say  “[T]he  claim  to  priority  of  one  form  of 
struggle  over  another  seems  to  have  no  final 
status.” 

Jeffrey:  Yes.  I  think  one  of  the  most 
characteristic  features  of  advanced  society 
in  the  last  generation  has  been  the  increasing 
fluidity  of  identities  and  the  multiplication 
of  subject  positions  from  which  one  can 
view  the  world.  And  this  is  an  effect  of  the 
most  rapid  period  of  social  transformation 
the  West  has  ever  seen.  The  traditional  sub¬ 
ject  position  was  class,  which  in  Britain  was 
a  very  solid  basis  for  political  mobilization. 
As  far  as  the  British  left  is  concerned,  class 
identification  has  not  been  replaced  by  any 
single  alternative  focus  of  identification, 
which  is  why  the  traditional  Left  parties  in 
Britain  are  hopelessly  split. 

Marc  So  for  now  we’re  really  going  to  see  a 
more  divided  politics,  rather  than  unifying 
themes? 

Jeffrey:  Yes,  well  one  has  to  hold  together 
unifying  themes,  which  in  Britain  can  be 
themes  like  democracy  and  social  justice, 
which  can  bring  together  very  diverse  social 
struggles  —  gay,  feminist,  Black  and  so  on. 
But  at  the  same  time  we  must  recognize  the 
autonomy  and  separate  histories  of  these 
different  struggles.  What  one  can’t  do  is 
subsume  these  different  struggles  into  one 
mass  force,  which  would  be  equivalent  to 
the  mass  force  offered  by  the  working  class- 
led  democratic  and  socialist  movements  of 
the  immediate  post-war  years.  That  is  gone 
forever. 

From  the  GLF  to  the  struggle  against  Section 
28 

Marc:  You’ve  written  that  from  the  start, 
certain  women  played  a  major  part  in  GLF 
and  that  one  of  the  things  that  tore  apart  the 
GLF  was  conflicts  over  feminism.  That 
seems  related  to  the  problem  of  holding 
together  different  but  related  struggles.  Has 
the  role  of  women  and  feminism  within  gay 
liberation  changed  since  that  time  in  Bri¬ 
tain? 

Jeffrey:  Well,  the  argument  in  those  terms  has 
women  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement 
have  waxed  and  waned  over  the  last  18 
years.  We’re  now  finding  a  high  point  of 
cooperation.  The  reasons  are  very  instruc¬ 
tive.  It’s  because  of  the  British 
government’s  attempt  to  limit  what  it  calls 
the  promotion  of  homosexuality  through 
Section  28  of  the  Local  Governments  Act. 

Essentially,  Section  28  is  an  attempt  by 
the  Government  to  halt  the  public  affirma¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality.  It’s  not  an  attempt, 
as  such,  to  thrust  lesbians  and  gay  men  back 
into  the  closet.  It’s  not  even  an  attempt  to  il- 
legalize  homosexuality.  What  it  does  do  is 
say  that  homosexuality  cannot  ever  be  seen 
as  a  valid  alternative  to  heterosexual  family 
relationships.  The  key  phrase  in  Section  28 
is  the  one  that  says  that  it  is  intended  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  promotion  of  homosexuality  as  a 
pretended  family  relationship.  The  im¬ 
mediate  impact  of  introducing  the  legisla¬ 
tion  was  to  bring  lesbians  and  gay  men 
together  to  an  unprecedented  degree  and 
cause  tremendous  mobilization  of  lesbian 
and  gay  people.  All  the  evidence  of  the 
emergence  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  identity  is 
that  identity  emerges  most  strongly  when  it 
is  being  threatened  and  challenged. 

The  second  thing  the  government’s 
managed  to  do  is  to  offend  liberal  opinion 
much  more  generally,  because  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  aftermath  of  the  introduction  of 
Section  28  in  December  there  was  a  total  em¬ 
barrassed  silence  from  the  left  intelligentsia. 
They  didn’t  quite  know  how  to  react.  But 
within  a  couple  of  months,  the  mobilization 
of  liberal  opinion  around  the  censorship 
issue  produced  a  tremendous  wave  of  sup¬ 


port  for  lesbians  and  gays.  That  suggests  to 
me  the  way  in  which  our  hand  can  be 
strengthened  when  we’re  able  to  generalize 
our  cause  into  a  much  wider  cause.  On  this 
issue  it  was  censorship.  But  there  are  other 
issues  that  can  equally  effect  a  wider 
mobilization.  AIDS  is  an  obvious  one. 

Marc:  It  seems  that  Section  28  cuts  into  the 
historical  divisions  in  the  lesbian/gay  move¬ 
ment  between  gay  rights  or  privacy  ad¬ 
vocates  and  liberation  advocates.  Public 
promotion  of  homosexuality  seems  to  be 
more  an  item  on  the  liberation  agenda.  I  can 
imagine  some  privacy  advocates,  or  liberals 
in  general,  saying  that  Section  28  is  okay,  that 
gay  men  and  lesbians  just  want  the  right  to 
do  what  they  want  to  do  behind  bedroom 
doors. 

Jeffrey:  Well  the  argument  in  those  terms  has 
never  been  central  in  Britain  anyway.  Sex 
legislation  in  Britain  since  the  ’60s  has  been 
shaped  by  what  I  call  the  Wolfenden 
strategy,  named  after  Sir  John  Wolfenden. 
Basically  what  that  does  is  make  a  classic 
distinction  between  what  is  allowed  in 
public,  which  should  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  law,  and  what  is  allowed  in  private, 
which  is  a  matter  of  individual  choice.  So 
homosexuality  was  legalized  in  1967  precise¬ 
ly  on  the  grounds  that  if  it  happened  in 
private,  whatever  public  opinion  thought 
about  it,  it  should  be  allowed  to  happen. 
That  formulation  has  been  the  one  that’s 
governed  all  legislation  on  sexuality  since 
the  late  ’60s.  Now  gay  liberation  of  course 
fundamentally  challenged  that,  and  argued 
essentially  that  homosexuals  had  as  much 
right  to  display  their  affection  in  public  as 
heterosexuals,  and  that  homosexuality 
should  be  publicly  affirmed  as  a  valid 
lifestyle. 

What’s  going  in  with  Section  28  is  very 
much  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  that  that  compromise  of  the  ’60s,  the 
division  between  public  and  private,  has 
been  breaking  down,  that  homosexuals  have 
gone  too  far.  Section  28,  read  in  this  tvay, 
can  be  seen  as  an  attempt  to  say  “We  want 
you  to  go  back  to  ’67.”  It’s  not  saying  “We 
want  to  go  back  beyond  ’67.”  Because  I 
don’t  think  there’s  any  strong  head  of  steam 
to  make  homosexuality  illegal  as  such,  but 
there  certainly  is  an  attempt  to  privatize  it 
again. 

Marc:  It  seems  to  me  then  that  that  calls  for 
the  movement  to  respond  in  a  very  publicly 
confrontational  way. 

Jeffrey:  Which  it  has  done.  There  have  been 
several  national  demonstrations  against  Sec¬ 
tion  28  (two  held  in  London,  one  in  Man¬ 
chester),  which  were  larger  mobilizations  of 
lesbians  and  gays  than  ever  before  in  British 
history.  The  last  one,  at  the  end  of  April, 
had  30,000  people.  That’s  small  by 
American  standards  but  it’s  huge  by  British 
standards.  The  largest  previous  march  was 
about  15,000  at  the  Gay  Pride  march  the 
year  before.  This  brought  out  people  who  in 
no  sense  regarded  themselves  as  political  at 
any  period  before.  Also  particularly  in¬ 
teresting  is  that  some  of  the  militant  people 
organizing  the  march,  campaigning  against 
Section  28,  have  been  lesbians.  A  large  of 
number  of  young  lesbians  have  been  in¬ 
credibly  active,  working  with  gay  men, 
which  I  think  is  a  very  exciting  development, 
completely  unprecedented  in  the  last  15 
years. 

Marc:  Is  that  true  in  the  struggle  against 
AIDS,  too?  Because  in  the  U.S.  there’s  been 
a  strong  lesbian  role  in  some  of  the  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  groups  in  the  United  States. 

Jeffrey:  I’m  not  sure  that  it’s  as  true  in  AIDS 
work  in  Britain,  although  there  are  large 
numbers  of  women,  including  lesbians,  in¬ 
volved.  It’s  over  Section  28  that  the  political 
mobilization  has  taken  place,  rather  than 
AIDS.  AIDS  is  still  relatively  small  in  Bri¬ 
tain  compared  to  the  United  States. 

Marc  Going  back  to  the  1967  compromise 
you  described  before,  the  situation  of  course 
is  different  in  the  United  States,  where  there 
are  still  anti-sodomy  laws  in  state  statutes. 

Jeffrey:  Well,  I  should  say  that  anti-sodomy 
laws  are  still  on  the  statute  books  in  Britain. 
Homosexuality  was  not  made  legal  in  1967. 
Certain  forms  of  homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  adults  in  private  aged  over  21 
were  decriminalized.  And  that’s  an  impor¬ 
tant  distinction.  Because  judges  have  since 
made  clear  that  homosexuality  is  not 
technically  legal  in  Britain. 

But  nevertheless  what  you  say  is  true.  This 
modest  reform  in  1967  has  decriminalized 
homosexuality  in  a  way  that  isn’t  true  in  the 
United  States.  There’s  an  interesting 
paradox,  because  it  was  in  the  United  States 
in  the  1970s  that  there  was  a  huge  explosion 


of  public  forms  of  gay  activity,  like  the 
bathhouses.  Because  the  British  law  of  1967 
was  so  sharply  and  clearly  defined,  there  was 
never  any  possibility  in  Britain  of  the 
development  of  a  similar  sort  of  public  sex¬ 
ual  activity.  Privacy  was  very  narrowly 
defined  as  being  two  people,  behind  locked 
doors.  So  we  didn’t  see  in  the  ’70s  in  Britain 
the  same  sort  of  explosion  of  sexual  social 
facilities  for  gay  men,  although  we  did  see 
the  emergence  of  clubs  and  discos,  similar  to 
the  United  States. 

The  “emergence”  of  homosexual  identity 

Marc:  You’ve  been  credited  with  fully 
developing  the  emergence  hypothesis,  which 
was  originally  formulated  by  Mary  Macin¬ 
tosh.  She  argued  that  while  homosexual 
behaviors  have  always  existed,  the 
“homosexual”  and  the  “homosexual  iden-. 
tity”  are  particular  historical  phenomena 
that  emerged  during  a  specific  historical 
period.  What  role  does  that  idea  play  in  the 
gay  movement  and  gay  activism? 

Jeffrey:  I  think  the  theory,  which  I  call  social 
constructionism,  has  been  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  theoretical  breakthrough  in  writing 
about  sexuality  over  the  last  20  years.  What 
it’s  put  on  the  agenda  is  that  sexual  identities 
are  culturally  specific.  If  we  take  that 
seriously,  then  we  can  begin  to  explore  the 
social  forces  that  actually  shape  sexuality  at 
any  particular  period. 

In  relationship  to  the  emergence  of  the 
homosexual  identity  in  the  19th  century,  we 
can  only  understand  gay  history  if  we  see  it 
as  the  culmination  of  two  processes:  a  pro¬ 
cess  of  social  definition  and  a  process  of  self 
definition.  The  social  definition  comes  from 
a  variety  of  sources:  legal,  medical, 
psychological,  sexological,  and  so  on,  all  of 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  19th  and  20th 
centuries,  have  attempted  to  rigidly  demar¬ 
cate  what  is  appropriate  and  inappropriate 
behavior  by  classifying  types  of  people.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  classified  as  “sick,”  for  example, 
deserving  of  medical  attention,  or 
psychologically  unbalanced  or  perverted.  In 
a  sense,  the  whole  sexological,  psychiatric 
and  medical/legal  attempts  to  define  the 
homosexual  person  were  a  response  to  the 
fact  that  homosexual  people  were 
themselves  attempting  to  define  themselves 
during  the  19th  and  20th  centuries.  So  you\ 
•  find  a  dialogue  going  on  between  these 
hostile  labellings  of  people  as  sick  or 
perverted,  and  an  attempt  by  people  thus 
defined  to  make  sense  of  themselves  in  terms 
of  these  inherited  labels,  but  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble,  reverse  them. 

In  the  late  19th  century,  we  see  the  rapid 
emergence  of  terms  for  homosexual  people: 
the  third  sex,  the  intermediate  sex,  the  Ura¬ 
nian  and  the  urning.  These  were  attempts, 
often  made  by  homosexual  people 
themselves,  to  say  that  there  is  a  distinctive 
identity.  A  second  moment  was  the  ’60s  and 
’70s,  with  the  rapid  emergence  of  terms  like 
“gay.” 

The  argument  has  never  said  that  people 
were  not  homosexual  in  the  broader  sense 
before  the  19th  or  18th  century.  It  doesn’t 
say  that  people  didn’t  have  a  sense  of  being 
different.  What  it  does  say  is  that  the  idea 
that  you  can  base  your  identity,  your  place 
in  the  world,  on  your  sexuality,  and 
specifically  on  your  gay  sexuality,  is 
something  very  new  to  western  civilization. 

Marc:  It  seems  that  there’s  a  paradox  in  that 
as  a  gay  identity  has  been  constructed, 
there’s  a  process  by  which  people  become  so 
much  less  aware  of  that  construction.  This 
leads  people  to  believe  that  there  has  always 
been  a  gay  identity  and  that  seems  to  present 
problems  in  the  gay  movement,  that  lack  of 
consciousness  about  that  process. 

Jeffrey:  Social  movements  notoriously  have 
a  poor  sense  of  their  own  history,  because 
what’s  important  to  social  movements  is 
their  sense  of  today.  Because  gay  people  feel 
so  strongly  that  we  are  what  we  are  now, 
then  we  must  always  have  been  like  this.  But 
if  we  just  look  back  on  our  own  lives,  we  are 
aware  that  we  have  not  always  been  as  we 
are  now.  Our  own  consciousness  has  chang¬ 
ed  dramatically  over  the  last  20  years,  and  is 
changing  now  in  the  wake  of  AIDS  and 
government  repression. 

The  analytical  position  that  says  that  the 
homosexual  identity  is  a  historical  identity 
doesn’t  in  any  way  deny  the  importance  of 
gay  and  lesbian  struggles.  On  the  contrary. 
Because  it  understands  why  these  identities 
have  emerged,  it  actually  underlines  the  im¬ 
portance  of  those  identities.  They’ve  emerg¬ 
ed  because  they  have  a  historic  function. 
They  haven’t  emerged  out  of  the  heads  of 
academics.  They’ve  emerged  out  of  the 
struggles  of  gay  and  lesbian  people 
themselves,  against  the  forces  which  have 
been  attempting  to  deny  the  validity  of  their 
sexual  feelings.  I  know  many  activists  over 


the  years  have  said  that  the  social  construc¬ 
tionist  argument  denies  us  our  history.  On 
the  contrary,  it  gives  us  our  history.  It  shows 
why  we  are  where  we  are  today.  We  don’t 
need  to  strengthen  our  hands  by  saying  that 
we  are  the  descendants  of  people  who  ex¬ 
isted  ten  thousand  years  ago. 

I  would  go  broader  than  that  though. 
What  I’m  saying  about  the  lesbian  and  gay 
identity  can  be  paralleled  on  all  sorts  of 
other  identities  as  well.  The  one  I  always 
parallel  it  with  is  the  idea  of  the  working 
class  identity.  Again,  it’s  very  tempting 
when  looking  at  working  class  history  to 
suggest  that  there  have  always  been  workers, 
always  been  employers,  always  been  a  wage- 
capital  relationship.  But  in  fact  we  know 
from  very  excellent  work  by  Edward 
Thompson  [The  Making  of  the  English 
Working  Class,  Knopf,  1966]  that  the  work¬ 
ing  class  has  formed  itself  in  a  relatively  re¬ 
cent  history.... 

Marc:  So  that  would  be  true  of  identities  bas¬ 
ed  on  race  and  sex? 

Jeffrey:  Yes,  people  have  always  been 
demarcated  by  skin  color  in  Western 
cultures,  and  yet  the  idea  of  a  distinctive 
Black  identity,  with  a  history  of  its  own,  is 
actually  a  very  recent  historic  phenomenon. 
In  Britain,  we  see  the  parameters  of  a  Black 
identity  shifting  all  the  time.  In  left 
discourse  in  Britain  at  the  moment,  Black 
means  people  of  Afro-Caribbean  and  Asian 
descent.  It’s  a  general  label  for  people  of 
color  involved  in  struggle.  It’s  a  political 
label  rather  than  simply  a  description  of  skin 
color.  In  the  same  way  the  lesbian  and  gay 
identity  is  a  political  identity. 

I  think  the  problem  is  that  of  cultural  na¬ 
tionalism,  an  attempt  to  define  yourself 
against  others  by  tracing  your  roots  back  in¬ 
to  the  mists  of  time.  It’s  probably  emo¬ 
tionally  necessary  at  certain  moments  in  the 
evolution  of  any  identity,  especially  iden¬ 
tities  related  to  political  struggle.  But  there’s 
a  limit  to  that.  In  the  end  all  you  get  is 
separate  histories,  unconnected  with  one 
another.  What  is  particularly  interesting  to 
me  is  the  way  in  which  these  distinctive  iden¬ 
tities  emerge  and  are  felt  as  distinctive,  and 
are  in  fact  all  part  of  a  common  process. 

So  for  instance  you  can’t  understand  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  identity  unless  you  understand 
the  changing  balances  between  the  genders 
over  the  last  200-300  years.  It’s  quite  clear 
that  one  of  the  roots  of  hostility  to 
homosexuality  was  that  it  disrupted  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  what  it  was  to  be  an  ap¬ 
propriate  man  or  woman  in  an  evolution  of 
distinctive  gender  identities  in  the  19th  and 
20th  centuries.  So  there’s  a  need  to  make 
connection  between  gender  differences  and 
sexual  differences.  In  the  same  way  you  can 
see  a  close  interconnecting  between  racial 
categorization  and  sexual  categorization 
over  the  last  10-20  years,  with  the  emergence 
of  distinctive  Black  lesbian  and  gay  voices, 
arguing  that  the  lesbian  and  gay  identities 
which  have  emerged  are  too  culturally 
specific  white  identities.  And  you  see  the 
reformation  of  lesbian  and  gay  identities 
along  racially  specific  lines. 

The  point  is  that  social  identities  are 
gendered,  racialized  and  sexualized.  As  in¬ 
dividuals,  we  hold  various  identities 
together.  There’s  no  such  thing  as  a  simple 
homosexual  who’s  different  from  a  Black 
person  who’s  different  than  a  woman. 
Simultaneously,  we  can  be  Black  or  white, 
gay  or  straight,  male  or  female.  Identities 
are  complex. 

Marc:  Would  you  say  that  AIDS  has  created 
a  watershed  in  the  evolution  of  gay  identity? 

Jeffrey:  The  gay  community  has  been  able  to 
survive  AIDS  because  of  what  happened  in 
the  previous  15  years:  the  emergence  of 
strong  lesbian  and  gay  identity.  There’s  a 
sense  in  which  gay  people  may  survive  AIDS 
better  than  non-gay  people  because  we 
already  have  the  social  support  network  that 
other  communities  lack. 

There’s  a  paradox  in  that.  Those  social 
support  networks,  particularly  gay  men’s 
sexual  networks,  have  been  the  reason  that 
AIDS  has  spread  so  rapidly  in  our  com¬ 
munity.  The  history  of  the  last  15  years  is 
both  the  locale  for  the  spread  of  AIDS  but 
also  the  strong  concrete  base  on  which  our 
survival  has  been  predicated.  That’s  the  real 
historical  and  tragical  irony.  Although  in 
western  countries,  gay  people  have  suffered 
most  so  far  from  AIDS,  I  think  we  are  likely 
to  survive  it  much  better  than  other  com¬ 
munities  and  groups  that  are  affected  by 
AIDS.  What  it’s  done  is  actually  strengthen¬ 
ed  lesbian  and  gay  identity,  because  it’s  seen 
as,  and  experienced  as,  a  tragedy  that  affects 
the  whole  community,  and  not  just  in¬ 
dividuals  within  that  community.  A  post- 
AIDS  identity  will  exist  because  of  the 
strength  of  the  gay  identity  as  it  developed 
over  the  previous  15  years.  □ 
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Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  “no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing.,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner's  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefited  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston  (617)  437  4200 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington. 
-D.C;  (202)  544  1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


INI  EW 

from  BRIGHT  TYGER  PRESS... 

Nationwide  Gay  Bestseller! 

SKIN 

True  Homosexual  Experiences 
From  STH  Writers 

Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald 

Almost  200  pages  of  raw  sexual  revela¬ 
tions  from  men  all  over  the  country! 

Illustrated  with  nude  photos. 

Reveals  that  truth  is  hotter  than  fiction! 

"These  are  masterpieces."— Advocate 

Available  at  Glad  Day  bookstore. 


CONNUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISJIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8, 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641  25IP 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

18616  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  M A  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  Vi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5S00 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
'  S  9084 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

).)  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  Sr.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm. 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523  7664 

Unitarian  Universalis! 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ham 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7S65 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 
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(617)  524-6822 


Quality 

printing 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
_____  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

fs^y  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

J  Uf  printing  needs, from  layout  to  bindery. 

(1  Cedi  us  for  an  estimate 

1  at  524-6822 

Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  02130 


New  Wqrds 

A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 


Ruth  Hubbard  &  Margaret  Randall, 

Nov.  6,  3-5pm 

Come  celebrate  an  unsual  collaboration  of  these  two 
much-loved  feminists.  Ruth  &  Margaret  celebrate  their 
new  book,  The  Shape  of  Red:  Insider/Outsider 
Reflections. 

Leslea  Newman,  Nov.  13,  3-5pm 

Wfe  celebrate  the  latest  books  from  this  popular  local 
writer  and  poet:  A  Letter  to  Harvey  Milk  and  Good 
Enough  to  Eat.  Do  join  us. 

Molly  Martin,  Nov.  20,  3-5pm 

An  afternoon  to  mark  the  publication  of  a  remarkable 
new  anthology  of  writing  by  women  in  the  trades: 
Hard  Hatted  Women:  Stories  of  Struggle  and  Success 
in  the  Trades.  Join  editor  Molly  Martin  and  local 
contributors  for  this  celebration. 


186  Hampshire  Street 
Inman  Square 
Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876  5310 


FALL  ’88  READINGS 


All  readings  are  free  &  open  to  all.  Refreshments 
served.  Please  come  and  bring 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


M  \  XJ  S  /  C 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


W  /TP  £  TO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


HRCF 

Continued  from  page  3 

In  addition  to  Maupin  and  Liebowitz,  the 
dinner  honored  Sasha  Alyson,  founder  of 
Alyson  Publications;  Brian  McNaught, 
author  of  A  Disturbed  Peace:  Selected 
Writings  of  an  Irish  Catholic  Homosexual 
(recently  re-published  as  On  Being  Gay  — 
Thoughts  on  Family,  Faith  and  Love);  Cindy 
Patton,  author  of  Sex  and  Germs  and 
former  GCN  editor;  Eric  Rofes,  author  of 
The  Kids’  Book  of  Divorce  and  former  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  Los  Angeles’  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Center;  Barbara 
Smith,  co-founder  of  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press  and  editor  of  Home 
Girls:  A  Black  Feminist  Anthology,  Cooper 
Thompson,  sexism  and  homophobia 
educator;  and  Francis  Peabody,  one  of  the 
organizers  of  TAP. 

Comments  on  Dukakis 

Political  commentary  at  the  dinner  focus¬ 
ed  on  the  upcoming  presidential  election. 
Honorary  co-chairpersons  Francis  Bellotti 
and  Marjorie  Clapprood  joined  Boston  gay 
community  activist  Vincent  McCarthy  in 
urging  the  audience  to  lend  qualified  sup¬ 
port  to  Michael  Dukakis’  presidential  bid. 

Bellotti,  a  former  three-term  Mass.  At¬ 
torney  General,  was  introduced  by  Dinner 
Committee  member  Alec  Gray,  who 
reminded  the  audience  that  as  Attorney 
General,  Bellotti  had  told  Dukakis  that  his 
foster  care  policy  —  which  has  excluded  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  from  being  foster  parents 
since  1985  —  was  “legally  wrong  and  moral¬ 
ly  reprehensible.”  But  despite  his  dif¬ 
ferences  with  Dukakis,  Bellotti  said,  “For 
you  and  for  me,  for  the  things  that  matter  to 
us,  there  is  no  way  to  say  there’s  no  dif¬ 
ference  between  Mike  Dukakis  and  George 
Bush.”  Strongly  defending  Democratic  Par¬ 
ty  values  and  arguing  that  the  Democrats 
have  “never  believed  that  business  is  the 
bottom  line  of  government,”  Bellotti  lashed 
out  at  the  lack  of  effective  national  leader¬ 
ship  on  AIDS  under  the  Reagan-Bush  ad¬ 
ministration.  “AIDS  is  attacking  more  than 
the  immune  system;  in  a  most  dangerous 
way,  AIDS  is  attacking  human  rights.”  On 
AIDS  and  civil  rights,  Bellotti  argued  that 
“Success  will  come  from  making  your  issues 
part  of  mainstream  debate.” 

Bellotti’s  comments  echoed  the  words  of 
Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s  proclamation, 
which  praised  HRCF  for  bringing  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  to  the  mainstream 
of  the  U.S.  political  and  legislative  process. 

Mass.  State  Rep.  Clapprood,  while  also 
citing  differences  with  Dukakis,  also  urged 
support  for  the  Democratic  presidential 
ticket.  In  terms  of  the  election,  Clapprood 
said  “Remember  what  side  we’re  on,”  after 
criticizing  Dukakis  as  “not  right  on  all  the 
issues.” 

Clapprood  called  for  a  politics  of  em¬ 
powerment  and  inclusion,  arguing  that  the 
so-called  “minority”  special  interests  nam¬ 
ed  at  this  year’s  Republican  Convention  — 
unions,  the  poor,  the  disabled,  women,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  lesbians  and  gay  men,  and 
those  without  health  insurance  —  “sounds 
like  a  good  goddamned  majority  to  me.” 

Clapprood’s  feisty  and  campy  remarks 
drew  cheers  and  laughter  from  the  audience, 
especially  when  she  spoke  about  the  in¬ 
tersection  of  sex  and  politics.  “I  didn’t  think 
the  Republicans  did  it,  did  you?”  she  asked. 
She  then  went  on  to  tease  Dukakis,  asking 
“Who  voted?”  in  the  media’s  selection  of 
Dukakis  as  the  sexiest  candidate,  and 
answering  “The  Sisterhood  of  the 
Perpetually  Frigid?”  Dukakis’  idea  of  a 
sexy  night,  she  said,  was  “going  out  to  have 
ice  cream  and  asking  the  staff  to  hold  the 
nuts.” 

McCarthy,  a  member  of  HRCF’s  national 
board,  also  urged  support  for  Dukakis, 
despite  taking  exception  to  specific  Dukakis 
policies,  including  the  foster  care  policy. 
McCarthy  cited  the  Supreme  Court  appoint¬ 
ments  the  next  president  is  likely  to  make 
and  AIDS  policy  as  two  key  areas  in  which 
Dukakis  would  be  better  than  Bush.  “We 
will  have  to  make  Dukakis  accountable,” 
said  McCarthy,  claiming  that  at  times  the 
Mass,  governor  has  had  a  terrible  record  of 
being  accountable.  But  with  Bush,  he  said, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  will  have  to  rely  ex¬ 
clusively  on  Congress  for  any  support. 

McCarthy  toasted  HRCF  successes  this 
year,  including  working  on  the  House 
passage  of  the  hate  crimes  bill  and  the  defeat 
of  “most  bad  parts”  of  the  AIDS  bill, 
presumably  referring  to  $1  billion  research, 
education  and  testing  legislation  passed  last 
week  by  Congress  that  fails  to  ensure  con¬ 
fidentiality  of  HIV  antibody  testing  and 
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provides  federal  funding  for  mandatory 
testing  for  convicted  IV  drug  users  and  “sex 
offenders.”  □ 

NCBLG 

Continued  from  page  3 

tionships  among  gay  men;  2)  That  Black  gay 
men  and  lesbians  act  as  mentors  to  Black 
gay  and  lesbian  youth;  3)  That  the  national 
organization  encourage  Black  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  use  ourselves  as  role  models  for 
all  youth.  These  resolutions  were  among 
several  passed  at  the  plenary.  The  most  con¬ 
tested  vote  was  on  the  men’s  caucus  resolu¬ 
tion  to  encourage  intimate,  nonsexual  rela¬ 
tionships  among  gay  men.  Several  people 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  wording,  feeling 
that  it  might  tend  to  make  some  think  we 
were  advocating  that  gay  men  have  only 
nonsexual  relationships.  But  as  time  ran  out 
for  discussion,  a  majority  expressed  a  desire 
to  pass  the  resolution,  even  if  the  wording 
was  not  perfect,  since  the  intent  was  clearly 
to  encourage  men  to  interact  on  intimate, 
loving  terms  —  whether  they  were  being  sex¬ 
ual  or  not. 

A  highlight  of  the  Friday  night  cultural 
event  was  Michelle  Parkerson  reading  her 
poetry,  accompanied  by  Wayson  Jones  on 
keyboard.  In  addition  to  certificates  given 
to  the  seven  founding  members,  awards 
were  also  presented  at  a  Saturday  evening 
banquet  to  NCBLG  board  member  Audre 
Lorde  (the  1987  Mabel  Hampton  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award),  to  Bayard  Rustin 
posthumously  (the  1988  Mabel  Hampton 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award),  and  to  Pat 
Norman  (the  1988  Mel  Boozer  Award  for 
political  activism  on  behalf  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians). 

By  holding  our  conference  at  the  Howard 
Inn,  we  received  an  unadvertised  bonus  in 
that  we  were  only  a  two-block  walk  from  the 
Florida  Avenue  Grill  —  a  truly  downhome 
soul  food  spot,  entirely  appropriate  to  the 
occasion.  Need  I  say  we  took  full  advan¬ 
tage?  —  more  than  once. 

Although  the  turnout  was  small  (about 
125  people),  participants  were  positive 
about  their  shared  experiences,  and  said 
they  felt  ready  to  go  back  to  their  com¬ 
munities  and  do  their  “home  work.”  □ 

Queer  vote 
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/ently  living  in  exile  in  New  York.  • 

I’m  going  to  California  for  an  AIDS  law 
conference.  I  haven’t  decided  if  I’m  going  to 
vote  or  not.  The  idea  of  voting  for  Dukakis 
is  really  painful.  I  probably  will  do  it,  but  I 
won’t  make  the  decision  until  the  Friday 
before  the  election.  The  idea  of  facing 
another  four  years  of  Bush  makes  me  want 
to  leave  from  California  to  live  someplace 
like  China.” 

•  Karen  Thompson,  lesbian  feminist  activist 
from  StCloud,  Minn.,  whose  involvement  in 
the  guardianship  case  of  her  partner,  Sharon 
Kowalski,  has  brought  her  a  long  way  since 
she  voted  for  Ronald  Reagan.  • 

I  have  endorsed  Dukakis.  I  do  it  with  hesita¬ 
tion  because  I  don’t  think  he’s  the  answer 
for  this  country.  But  when  the  choice  is  bet¬ 
ween  Bush  or  Dukakis,  we  don’t  have  a 
choice.  We  can’t  afford  to  let  Republicans 
appoint  any  more  judicial  people.  I  almost 
decided  not  to  vote  this  time  around,  but  it’s 
too  critical. 

•  Ferd  Eggan,  member  of  the  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders)  caucus  of 
ACT  NOW,  living  in  Chicago.  • 

I  believe  that  if  elections  could  change 
anything  they  would  be  made  illegal.  Every 
time  any  group  has  tried  to  achieve  real 
justice  or  equality  in  this  country,  they’ve 
had  to  do  it  in  spite  of  whatever  party  has 
been  in  power.  To  me,  the  whole  meaning  of 
the  movement  around  AIDS  and  around 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation  is  a  whole  new 
kind  of  society. 

•  Jeff  Barmeyer,  PWA,  living  in  Boston.  • 

I’m  definitely  not  voting  for  George  Bush. 
I’ll  probably  vote  for  Dukakis,  although  I 
might  be  so  apathetic  I’ll  stay  home  in  bed. 
If  I  vote  for  Dukakis,  it  will  be  because  of 
AIDS.  George  Bush  would  spend  all  the 
money  to  test  us  and  then  do  something  else 
a  former  CIA  director  would  have  up  his 
sleeve.  The  only  chance  we  have  for  signifi¬ 
cant  AIDS  research  spending,  protection  of 
confidentiality  and  of  civil  rights  is  with  a 
Democratic  candidate.  □ 
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Danelle  Paulson  8c  Carol 
Spoerle  Building  Co.,  Inc. 

Complete  Carpentry 

Services 

Painting,  Renovations,  Restora¬ 
tions,  Decks,  Additions 

®cil 

ffa/Iay' 

posters,  graphics,  paintings 

X  864-8181  x 

Serving  Greater  Boston  &  the 
North  Shore 

237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 

BUDDENBRGDKS 

>S~h% 

COUNSELING  Cat'  247-4861 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual.  Couple  Sliding  Scale  Fee 

and  Group  Health  Insurance 

Counseling  Accepted 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston's  ally  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  tine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 

WHEN  WAS  THE 
LAST  TIME  YOU 
GOT  CHANGE  FROM 
YOUR  DOLLAR? 

•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 

ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

When  you  give  to  Community  Works, 
we  put  your  money  to  work  for  people, 
justice,  and  social  change: 

•  Creating  affordable  child  care 
options  for  low-income  families 

•  Ending  violence  against  women 

•  Fighting  AIDS-related  discrimination 

•  and  much,  much  more 

IT'S  TIME  TO  PUT  YOUR  MONEY 
TO  WORK  FOR  CHANGE. 

Donate  through  payroll  deduction 

or  directly  to:  ■  ■ 

COMMUNITY  WORKS  im.llft] 

25  West  Street  Ul.lllllil 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 

6 1 7-266-224-0 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

Boston,  MA  02111  COMMUNITY 

(6171  423-9555  works 

_ 

Annapurna  Concerts  presents: 


An  Evening  of  Provocative  Comedy  and  Lesbian  Sex  Education 

vrtlh 

Nationally  known  therapist  and  best-selina 
author  of  Lesbian  Sex"  &  "Lesbian  Passion 


JoAnn 

Loulan 


Somerville  Theatre 

56  Dm  a*  626-1061  Ch  The  Ftad  Ur» 


Friday  Nov.  4 

8  pm 

TV  appearances  indude 
The  Dr.  Ruth  The  Oonah  Winfrev  Show 

of  Dykedom"  &  Donahue 


n  ($200  mcM  day  < 
IIMM  at Th»  Somerytfti 


ftr  $1230  gvmii  i 

(Low  rtcom*  *» 
tfMNBuOf 

Auatabfe  tt  d  TcKetnartw  auleto  cr  by 

"T7«0Cfc  New  Watte,  Com? 

‘  ,  Bosfcn;  *bav**y  Wtecfi 
n  TV*  HErvod  Square; 

.  TTwettl  Bck  OicSr 


d 


c#  Town  1 


Gtad 

Sound  0 
and  Tna 


kU  Odr  ob  Tha  Scm«v4»  Theatv 
PO  Bck  461  SorwiJ*  MA  02144  SASE 


WORKSHOPS: 

Sat.  Nov.  5  10am  -  4pm  $50.00  Reclaiming  Lesbian  Sex  with  a  Passion 
Sun.  Nov.  6  10am  -  4pm  $100.00  Lesbian  Sexuality  Training  Seminar 

‘For  therapists  and  mental  health  professionals;  call  re:  Continuing  Ed.  credits* 

Mail  Oder  Registration  c/o:  Annapurna  Concerts/P.O.  Box  46l/Somer^ite^MAt521 44 


Dr.  David  A  Russell 

General  Medicine 

142  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

By  appointment 

617/247  7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in  health  care  for  the  gay 

and  lesbian  community 


»#/ 

' 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1 762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Driver^  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Alvin  Thompson  is  a  Foster  Parent... and  he 
believes  gays/lesbians  should  be  too. 


Alvin  Thompson: 

•  Will  actively  lobby  for  Lesbian/Gay  Civil  Rights 
Bill 

•  Will  meet  regularly  with  Lesbian/Gay  consti¬ 
tuents 

•  Supports  Clean  Needle  Exchange 

•  Supports  Rent  Control  and  is  Pro-Choice 

•  Will  be  a  full-time  State  Rep. 


Alvin  Thompson 

Democratic  Nominee 


State  Representative 
28th  Middlesex  District 

VOTE  DEMOCRATIC  ON  NOVEMBER  8th!  lCamB,l,)9e) 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Alvin  E.  Thompson 


WOMAN 


f? 


By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 

•  HAVE  GROUP  CONVERSATIONS 
WITH  UP  TO  7  OTHER  WOMEN. 

•  TALK  WOMAN  TO  WOMAN,  ONE  ON  ONE. 

•  LEAVE  MESSAGES  ON  THE  BULLETIN  BOARD. 


1-900-999-8700 


FOR  WOMEN  18  AND  OVER  ONLY 


95*  FOR  THE  FIRST  MINUTE  •  45*  EACH  ADDITIONAL  MINUTE 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ () 

Sprout:  Say  you’re  in  the  power  position.  You  lube  your 
seat,  strap  yourself  down,  then  stroke,  harder,  faster, 
gripping  firmly,  slap,  pull,  release,  glide. ..Glad  it's  you 
I’m  caught  with  in  the  bushy  hedge.  Your  admiring 
shack  bunny,  your  pulsing  love  kitten. _ (16) 

Dear  Regina:  Thanks  for  bringing  me  to  Beantown. 
Truly.  And  for  setting  such  fine  standards  —  fashion 
and  otherwise.  Hat’s  off  to  the  Front.  Always  an  aux¬ 
iliary  member,  available  at  the  Fritz  for  consultation  and 
companionship.  Your  muffinly  office-mate. _ (16) 

HEY  ANN 

Yes  you,  Ann  Fry!  Thank  you  forall  of  your  hard  work 
in  covering  for  me  on  Production  Night.  The  Prince 
concert  was  the  best  thing  I’ve  seen  since  I  got  my 
boyfriend  this  big  plastic. ..urn,  and  he  stuck  it. ..oh  well, 
you  get  the  idea!  Your  endebted  pal,  C.W, _ (16) 

GWM,  23.  good-looking,  educated,  seeking  sincere  sex¬ 
ual  relationship  with  GW/hispanic  stud.  Write: 
Tobyhanna  Village  Apartments,  Apt.  13-D,  Corcoran 
Road,  Tobyhanna,  Pa.  18466.  c/o  Tom. _ 06) 

LF  college  student  desperately  needs  financial 
assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  donations.  Thank 
you.  Shelley,  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West  Somerville,  Mass. 
02144. _ 06) 

4(1  OR  OVER!  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE! 

Contact  guys  from  Maine  to  DC.  For  list  $1.00  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept.  B,  P.O.  2357,  Princeton  NJ 
08543-2357, _ _ _ 09) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139, _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ _ 

LM4 

Serious  about  art,  love,  sex.  Into  women  who  are 
creative,  beautiful,  passionate  about  life;  open  to  the 
hard  and  soft  in  the  world.  Looking  for  honesty,  depth, 
humor,  style,  warmth.  If  interested  send  letter,  photo. 
GCN  Box  332.  _ 06) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


VOLUNTEER  NEEDED 

FOR  GCN  RENEWAL  PROJECT  -  I  HOUR/WK 

In  just  one  short  hour  per  week  (o.k.,  maybe  an  hour  and  a 
half  on  busy  weeks)  you  can  keep  GCN’s  renewal  project  go¬ 
ing.  You’ll  send  out  notices  to  subscribers  who  are  about  to 
lapse.  It’s  not  thrilling  work,  but  it’s  our  most  productive 
money  making  project  —  so  you’ll  be  helping  us  out  enor- 
mously.  Call  (617)  426-4469  for  details. _ 07) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GM  CARTOONISTS?! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  male  cartoonists  to  add  their 
cartoons  to  our  pages.  So,  please  send  your  doodles  and  sket¬ 
ches  to  the  GCN  Art  Department,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston, 
MA  021 16.  Men  of  color  are  especially  encouraged  to  get  in 
on  this. _ (17) 

GET  HIP! 

Be  the  first  one  to  know  about  every  single  event  taking  place 
in  Boston.. .by  becoming  GCN’s  volunteer  Calendar  Coor¬ 
dinator!  Todd  Hollister  is  leaving  us  in  a  few  weeks  so  we  need 
a  new  somebody  tike  crazy.  It’s  fun.  About  3  hrs.  a  week.  Call 
Stephat  GCN  (617)4264469. _ 05) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


KKltSCtlOOUTD 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION  | 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


SERVICES 


MARGARET  KELNER,  MsT 

AMTA-certified,  experienced  massage  therapist  offers 
caring,  relaxing,  deep  massage  for  women.  Techniques 
include  Swedish,  neuromuscular,  structural  massage, 
reflexology.  Jamaica  Plain  office:  (617)  524-2632.  Leave 
message. _ (21) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1469.  -  -  , 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  o(  2S<  per  word  (3S<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  (S3. 00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  Q  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  CJ  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  C  J  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


.number  of  runs)  $. 


.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $  . 

$. 
$. 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  jser  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


Coming  Out 
Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight 
. .  .if  your  family  rejects  gays 
. .  .if  you  don’t  have  gay 
friends. .  .if  it’s  dangerous 
to  be  open  at  work. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Massage 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  267-7573 

medical  services  •  HIV  outpatient  treatment 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  267-0900 

counseling  •  research  •  community  services 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohassei,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 

Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Ij'u  SorUr  2(rtu*rk  6  X  Crjitmolr  trade  ntffioeife  far 

wamyn  -  identified -  wamtfn 

X  trade  ruffian je  U: 

a  buxines]  That  lutj  other  buxine jj  vho  an  vflhn*  e 
barker  for  trade  cnditj  in  lieu  of  a  dinct  exchange  of 
toodxlxervice).  Throu*h  a  trade  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefit)  irvtludinc ,  higher  profit) ,  increased 
exposure  and  ax  break).  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  c allin* 

1  -  808  -  42*  -  7164  or  513  -  767  -  JIM 

via  post  1 13  E.  Whitman  St.  YeDov  Sprints,  Ohio  45387 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


HELP  WANTED 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising 
Coordinator 


Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  adver¬ 
tising,  free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns, 
and  other  strategies  to  increase  subscription 
and  newsstand  sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and 
process  weekly  classified  advertising.  Par¬ 
ticipate  in  weekly  workings  of  GCN,  in¬ 
cluding  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  creative,  and  organizational 
skills.  Experience  in  design  or  public  relations 
a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  eligibility  for  ADW 
Workers  Trust  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave  and  four  weeks 
annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


Stop  US  war  in  Central  America!  Fundraise  for  political 
change  by  phone!  3-4  evenings/wk,  $7. 15/hr., 

sales/political  experience  helpful.  Call  NECAN  at 

491-4205! _  (16) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

MODERN  TIMES  CAFE  CAMBRIDGE 

Seeks  part  and  full  time  cooks.  Work  in  pleasant  women 
oriented  environment.  Call  (617)  354-8371, _ (16) 

Attention  —  Hiring!  Federal  government  jobs  in  your 
area  and  overseas.  Many  immediate  openings  without 
waiting  list  or  test.  $17,840-69485.  Phone  call  refun- 
dable.  (602)  838-8885.  Ext.  6433. _ (16) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  021 16. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


SHARE  DORCH  2BD  APT  NEAR  THE  T 

porch,  piano,  pantry,  yard,  wood  floors.  $250  plus 
utilities.  I’m  gay  man,  37,  with  nice  dog.  You’re  non- 
smoker  and  classical  music  lover.  (617)  282-9384 
(message). _ 06) 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  F  for  sunny  3BR  in  Winter  Hill.  Roomy,  bay 
windows,  hardwood,  porches,  parking,  quiet  road.  Seek 
L/Bi  25  plus,  responsible  professional,  sense  of  humor, 
for  friendly  independent  home.  Sorry,  no  smok- 
ing/drugs.  $300  plus  utilities.  Call  623-5535. _ (16) 

CAMB/SOM  nice  apartment  near  everything  and  “T” 
on  quiet  tree-lined  street.  One  responsible  LF  with 
humor  seeks  2L’s,  (25  plus).  No  smoking  or  pets.  For 
12/1.  $342  plus.  (617)  623-3 166. _ Q6) 

3  LF’s  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 
near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  250  plus  call  491-4005. 
(17) 

2  LFs  seek  1  LF  for  cozy  Cambridge  apt.  near  T.,  semi¬ 
coop.  $250  beginning  Dec.  I.  Michelle  or  Amy  491-1124. 
(17) _ 

Fun-loving,  adult  LF  needs  roommate  to  share  attractive 
apt.  w/porch  and  great  location  in  Allston  near  to  Pike, 
Harvard  and  Central  Squares.  $300plus/Dec.  1  or 

sooner.  Lynn:  (D)  661 -6975,  (E)  254-6807, _ 07) 

Healthy  PWA  seeks  roommate  for  2  bedroom  South 
End  apt.  Small  bedroom.  Exposed  brick.  Hardwood 
floors.  Dishwasher.  3rd  floor.  $380  inch  util  except 
phone.  Close  to  2  T  stops.  Call  262-3132  afternoons  or 
late  eves. _ 07) 

Prof  L,  sober  and  non-smoking,  seeks  same  for  2  bdrm 
in  Quincy,  300plus,  close  to  T,  avail,  immed.,  call 
479-4274.  _ (17) 
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ROOMMATE  WANTED 


DORCHESTER  HOME 

3LF  seek  mature  25  +  LF  to  share  beaut,  spac  sgle  fam. 
House  in  Dor.  near  Ashmont  sta.  We  are  a  polit.  con-' 
cious  house  of  women  who  provide  warm  stable  en¬ 
viron.  Plenty  of  plants  and  sunshine.  $400  inc.  great 
ccok,  large  common  living  areas  sun  room.  2nd  floor 
deck  which  stretches  into  trees  that  surround  our  home. 
Parking,  Indry  fac.,  fireplace,  piano  and  all  utils. 
Child’s  and  dogs  welcome.  Call  296-241 1 . _ (16) 


VACATIONS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. , 


JAMAICA  RUIN 

Room  without  a  closet  for  woman  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  including  heat.  Avail. 
Nov.  1.  Call  Tamsin  or  Laura  at  (617)  524-1874  or  Laura 
at  (617)495-1595  (days). _ (16) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  POND 
3  left  feminist  women,  28-33,  1  L,  2  non-L,  seek  4th  for 
beautiful  home  on  quiet  street.  Semi-veg.  coop,  seek 
responsible,  independent  warm  women.  L  preferred. 
Avail  12/1.  $270  plus.  522-7466. _ (17) 

LF  27,  independent  nursing  student  in  search  of  LF  to 
share  recently  acquired  condo  (beautiful,  spacious, 

hwflrs.,  sun  pch)  475  incl  heat.  Let’s  create  a  stable,  nur- 
turing  home  together.  Pam  (617)522-1907. _ (16) 

NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF’s  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  large  house. 
Semi-coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last 
month’s  rent.  Room  includes  half  bath.  965-0648.  (16) 

Jamaica  Plain:  LF24,  two  cats,  seek  woman  for  large 
sunny  apartment.  Porch,  garden,  4  blocks  F  Hills  sub¬ 
way,  half  block  South  Street.  No  smoking.  $300  plus. 
S24-9857. _ ' _ _ (16) 

LF,  32,  and  dog,  seek  LF  to  share  spacious  2  bedroom 
apt.  in  No.  Reading  farmhouse.  Sundeck  and  large 
yard,  near  major  routes.  $345  plus.  (508)  664-0428  (16) 

LF  sought  for  3  BR  Porter  Square  semi-coop  apt.  No 
smkng/pets/drugs.  $367  plus/mo.  available  immed. 
(617)625-1893. _ (16) 

2LF’s  sk  1  LF  to  share  their  new  apt.  One  blk  from  Med¬ 
ford  Sq.  350  inc  util,  laundry,  LR  DR.  No  smokers.  Pets 
negot.  Not  avail  till  11/1.  Call  (617)  395-8257  and  leave  a 
message. _  (15) 


APARTMENTS 


GREAT  JP  CONDOS 

MORE  BANG  FOR  YOUR  BUCKS 

Fab  condo  2  bedrooms  2  baths  3  firplaces  pool  tennis  8.7  acres 
of  grounds  1 1  Vi  foot  ceilings  deck  very  special.  Historic  site 
$259,000  close  to  everything  in  Boston,  very  private. 

Say  goodbye  to  your  landlord.  3  bedrooms  1077  s.f.  condo 
nice  condition  side  street  walk  to  T  priced  to  sell.  $109,900 
Great  for  starting  out!  Call  Century  21  Streetcar  522-7075. 
Ask  for  Walter _ . _ (18) 

LUX  RENTAL  IN  JP 

SOUTH  END  LUXURY  JAM.  PL  PRICES 

Don’t  miss  this  opportunity  to  rent  this  fantastic  2  bedroom  3 
firplaced  condo  with  parking  pool  tennis  easy  commute  from 
Jamaica  Plain  $1250  with  heat  h.w.  Call  Century  21  Streetcar 
522-7075.  Ask  for  Walter. _  (18) 

DORCHESTER 

6-room,  2  bedroom,  beautifully  restored,  finished  floors, 
natural  woodwork,  built-in  china,  washer/dryer  hook  up. 
Eat-in  kitchen.  Owner-occupied.  $575  plus  utilities.  (617) 
282-3216  John. _ _ _ (16) 

MEETINGHOUSE  HILL 

Newly  renovated  2  BR  apartment  in  owner  occupied  triple 
decker,  $650  plus  utilities.  No  pets.  Available  Nov.  1.  (617) 
825-6081  after  6  pm,  _ (18) 

JONES  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  one  bdrm.  apt.  in  lesbian  owned  house,  offstreet  pkg., 
trees,  air,  view,  avail  Nov.  1,  $525  incl.  heat  &  all  util,  (617) 
436-2583. _ J16) 

J.P.  CUTE  I  BDRM.  APT 

3rd  fl.  with  deck  $650/mo.  plus  util  and  1  mo.  security.  In  les¬ 
bian  owned  house;  gay  or  lesbian  preferred.  Call  (617) 

524-0921. _ (16) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  bedrooms,  modem  kitchen,  D/D,  one-car  garage,  rear 
deck,  laundry,  fresh  paint,  hardwood  floors,  walk-in  closet, 
dead  end  street,  walk  to  T.  $1,000  no  fee.  (617)  524-5238. 

Leave  message.  (17) 


VACATIONS 


CONDADO  BEACH  P.R. 

New  condos  on  the  beach  for  long  weekends,  short  term 
rentals.  A.C.  cable,  roofdeck,  pool,  reasonable  rates. 
Some  for  sale.  Call  John  (617)  899-0388. _ (19) 


Ho-f  Tub  % 
Pull  Country 
SreaKfas-f 
» private. 
baths 


■i-nnKetpers 
L-aurie  TinKham 
Sandy  Lonq 

RESBRYM I0H5  SUGGCS'ILD 


IlWL's  Mill  Inn 


Box  67 6  Lamb's  Mill  Rd. 
NAPLES  ME.  04055 
207-693-02  S3 

Small  country  inn 
nest-led  m  the  heart 
of  Maine's  western 
taKes  and  mountains. 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Enjoy  spectacular  fall  foliage  at  our  100  acre  mountain 
resort.  With  19  charming  guest  rooms,  pool,  hot  tub, 
firplaced  common  rooms  and  miles  of  trails,  we’re  just 
what  you  need!  Ask  about  our  holiday  plans  too!  The 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub;  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423,  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Qanada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_  (16.-) 

GUARDIANrindependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.  1001 1 . _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  SampIe-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (6 1 7)  625-7885 .  (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N,  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


PUBLICATIONS 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  Fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


Isoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

T^AL^THOSE^^^Ju^F  PRISON,! 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

FEDERAL  Prisoners  filing  AIDS] 

class  action  suit! 

Federal  Prisoners  interested  in  becoming] 
members  of  the  class  action  suit  charging  that  the 
FEDERAL  Bureau  of  Prisons  is  not  "in  conformity 
with  community  standards”  in  its  medical  care  for 
prisoners  with  AIDS/ARC/HIV,  should  write  to 
the  following  people  mentioning  their  wish  to 
become  members  of  suit  CV-88-T445. 

Chief  judge  WilliamJ.  Nealon,  Jr.,  PO  Box  1148,1 
Scranton,  PA  18051.  COPIES  of  your  letter | 
should  also  be  sent  to:  Judy  Greenspan,  ACLU 
National  Prison  Project,  1616  P  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20036;  and  also  to  P.W. 
Koshane,  Warden,  Lewisburg,  PA  17837. 
FRIENDS  of  Prisoners:  Please  send  a  let¬ 
ter  expressing  your  concern  for  the  lack  of  educa¬ 
tion,  the  widespread  practice  of  unprotected 
'sex’jabusive  dominance  behavior,  really)  and 
sharing  of  needles  that  go  on  in  federal  prisons 
among  prisoners  who  WILL  almost  ALL  be  out 
and  among  the  rest  of  us  in  a  matter  of  months  or 
years.  YOU  HAVE  AN  INTEREST.  Let  the 
system  know  you’re  watching  and  willing  to  put 
some  energy  into  protesting  their  continued 
INACTION)  Write:  I.  Michael  Quinlan,  Bureau 
of  Prisons,  320  First  St,  Washington  DC  20534. 
(Please  also  express  concern  for  the  safety  of 
Kenneth  M.  YOUNG,  39831-080,  Box  1000, 
Lewisburg,  PA  17837,  who  is  filing  this  suit,  and 
who  is  v£RY . 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 52LM2* _ _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Yery  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
'  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
’  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


j  31  yr  old  lesbian,  in  jail  for  nonviolent  offense, 
|  enjoys  writing  letters  and  poetry.  Prefer 
J  feminine  or  women  not  heavy  into  roles.  Only 
I  doing  4  more  months  but  will  continue  writing 
I  upon  release.  Mary  HUMPHREYS,  PO  Box 
12741,  Chas.,  WV  25330. _ 

1  Female  seeking  outside  support  and  friendship. 

Am  versatile,  intellectual,  down  to  earth  Black 
I  woman.  For  more  info  contact  Brenda 
[TAYLOR,  1034  Bragg  St,  Raleigh  NC  21610. 


ROSI  —  Remember  Our  Sisters  Inside 
ROSI  is  an  art  network  for  women  in  prison.  We 
j  reproduce  art  from  women  behind  bars  as  stationery, 
greeting  cards,  posters,  etc.  For  more  info,  or  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  our  work  write:  ROSI,  2144  Shattuck  Ave., 
Berkeley,  CA  94704.  We  can  also  use  labor  power, 
printing  supplies  and  stamps.  Please  become  a  member 
| today. 

|  OFF  OUR  BACKS,  a  women’s  liberation  jour¬ 
nal  of  news  and  features  is  free  to  women  in 
j  prison.  Write  them  at:  OOB,  2423  18th  St  NW, 
)  Washington  DC  20009 


likely  to  be  retaliated  against. 


GM,  36,  would  like  to  correspond  with  any  open- 
minded  person.  My  interests  are  many:  reading, 
writing  letters!  1  personally  appreciate  the  way  GCN 
helps  so  many  different  kinds  of  gay  people.  Thank 
you.  Frank  WASH1A,  162655,  Box  7  (2D-582),  Moberly 
MO  65270 


I  would  like  to  have  your  prisoners  TV-TS  penpal  list 
so  1  can  write  to  someone.  I’m  39,  a  very  honest  per¬ 
son,  and  in  a  one-man  cell  23  hours  a  day.  1  have  been 
gay  since  the  age  of  15.  Well,  1  hope  you  will  help  me 
out  in  this  matter.  Leroy  GRIPPEN,  71088  Gator 
2-L-ll,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Looking  for  gay  friends.  I’m  Black  with  a  (1 1  Vi)  Mr. 
Goodbar.  Age  24. 1  will  accept  all  letters.  Earl  LOWE, 
100436,  Camp  C  Tiger  l-L-7,  Angola  LA  70712. 


BM,  24,  extremely  muscular,  would  like  to  correspond 
with  all  Latin  or  Caucasian  TVs  that  no  what  they  like 
when  they  see  a  well  built  man.  J.  R.  TAYLOR, 
11912-198  Seg,  PO  Box  905,  Ray  Brook  NY  12977. 


Many  professionals  and  religionists  condemn  the  pro¬ 
gramming  that  is  shown  on  TV  especially  cable.  But 
those  family  prime  time  network  shows  present  the 
same  ideas  with  actors  that  usually  wear  a  little  more 
clothes.  There  is  just  as  much  violence  and  sexually 
oriented  fantasy.  Teenagers  have  to  develop  their  own 
Faith  because  the  elders  of  churches  are  always  trying 
to  dictate  to  them  how  to  live  their  lives,  and  forget 
the  “discovery”  aspect  of  your  life.  Is  society  ever  go¬ 
ing  to  be  ready  to  wake  up  and  recognize  the  value  of 
youth?  Anyone  who  wants  to  respond,  please  feel  free 
to  do  so.  Darrvl  BUCKINGHAM,  400408,  Rt  4  Box 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


AIDS-Drug  use  INFO 

For  info  on  drug  use  and  AIDS,  whether  you  are 

fay  or  straight  or  whatever,  write:  Fortune 
ociety,  (Attention:  Doland  Dawood),  39  W. 
19th  St,  New  York,  NY  1001 1 . 


AIDS  Information  for  all  prisoners  (especially  in 
California):  Prisoners  Union,  AIDS  Info,  1315  18th  St, 
San  Francisco  CA  94107 

>©©©©©©«©©©©©©< 

RE:  Charlie  Dill  —  The  Prisoner  Project  admits 
to  having  been  fooled  by  Dill  and  reminds  those 
of  you  who  help  us  with  'Prisoners  Seeking 
Friends'  that  if  you  decide  to  send  money  to  peo¬ 
ple  [which  we  discourage  except  in  small  quan¬ 
tities  (because  it  makes  the  space  ‘profitable’  for 
those  who  are  so  interested)),  think  of  it  as  a  gift 
and  not  as  an  'investment'  that 
‘return’  on. 


you  are  getting  a 


My  interests  include  cosmetology,  poetry  and 

meeting  interesting  people.  Pic  for  pic.  Will 
answer  promptly.  Tony  WHEELER,  A-81100, 
Box  4002,  Danville  IL  61834. 

Very  lonely  man  looking  for  some  serious  com¬ 
panionship.  Non-drinker/druggie,  into  all  types 
of  sex  under  the  sun  and  moon.  Would  like  to 
have  a  picture  but  can’t  send  one  of  myself  til 
after  Dec.  26.  Will  answer  all  who  write.  James 
SPRINGER,  10345-C,  3405  Deer  Park  Dr  SE, 
Salem  OR  97310. 


I’m  a  34  yr  old  black  bisexual  male  who  would 
like  to  hear  from  someone  in  the  free  world  who 
has  a  sincere  interest  in  being  friends.  Robert 
Lee  ANDERSON,  EF-166918,  4600  Fulton  Mill 
Rd,  Macon  GA  31213. 


1  would  like  to  meet  an  intelligent  companion 
willing  to  experience  a  very  respectful  and  hap¬ 
py  relationship  til  death  do  us  part.  ‘Michelle’ 
—  Michael  REAMY,  145773.  Box  97, 
McAlester  OK74502. 


Gay  man  lonely  in  these  barbaric  environs. 
Educated,  like  sports  &  a  wide  variety  of  music, 
the  outdoors  and  nature.  Enjoy  many  facets  of 
intimacy  (cuddling,  carressing,  kissing).  Seek¬ 
ing  correspondence.  Shannon  BENN,  97833 
(3CH-13L-7),  Box  128,  Eddyville  KY  42038. 


GM,  31,  looking  for  correspondence  and 
friendship.  James  H.  SAWYER,  168-533,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. _ _ 

Lonely  bisexual,  33,  in  need  of  someone  who  1 

can  share  thoughts  with.  Robert  KINCHEN, 
875353  —  1689,  Box  1100,  Avon  Park  FL 
33825. 


I  am  finding  it  very  hard  here  in  prison  with  no 
one  to  write  to  or  think  about.  1  am  NOT  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  to  get  money  or  things  out  of.  1 
am  looking  for  someone  to  write  to  and  talk  to. 
NAMBLA  asked  me  to  write  GCN  for  some 
help.  I  am  very  lonely  here  and  thank  you  for 
your  time.  Kindest  regards,  Michael  EASTER, 
191-545,  Box  69,  London  OH  43140, 


Bi-male,  40s,  non-smoking-drinking-drugs, 
would  like  to  meet  same.  TVs  especially! 
Dayton  BEACHER,  8  Production  Way,  Avenel 
NJ  07001. 


GBM,  24,  seeking  honesty  and  friendship  and 
possibly  more.  Open  to  all  nationalities. 
Michael  McKINNEY,  02596-000,  PO  Box  1000, 
Milan  MI  48160. 
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Somerville  □  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Somerville 
(GLOS)  inaugural  potluck.  6pm.  Info:  Mike 
617/628-2643. 


Boston  □  Academics  and  artists  present,  perform  and 
discuss  works-in-progress  at  the  Lesbian  Academic 
Group.  7:30pm.  Info:  924-7954. 


Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  a  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  On  10/30, 
live  call-in  program  with  special  guest  Kevin  Cathcart  of  GLAD 
taking  questions  on  legal  issues.  1 1/5  Ray  Griswold,  liaison  to  the 
Gay  Community  from  Attorney  General  James  Shannon's  office. 
WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1:30pm. 


Monday 


Cambridge  □  Local  author  Ruth  Hubbard  and  Margaret 
Randall  celebrate  their  new  book  “The  Shape  of  Red: 
Insider/Outsider  Reflections”.  New  Words 
bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm.  Refreshments.  Info: 
617/876-5310. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday.  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  10/31,  “Lesbian  Sex”; 
11/7,  “Lesbian  Sex."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


1 1  Friday  □  Catch  singer/songwriter  Betsy 
Rose  in  a  benefit  for  the  anti-nuclear 
group  Interhelp.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  8pm.  $8  advanced  10  door. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 

29  Saturday 

Boston  □  BAGLY  (Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth) 
annual  Halloween  Dance.  All  22  and  under,  and  their 
guests  welcome.  Lipsync  contest.  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
Bowdoin  St.  8pm- 1  am.  $3.  Info:  617/523-7363. 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theater  Company  presents  “The 
Mystery  of  Irma  Vep.”  Through  Nov.  13.  Paramount 
Penthouse  Theatre,  58  Berkeley  St.  $15.  Info: 
617/426-3550. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth’s  “The  Haunting  of  Hill 
House."  74  Joy  St.  8pm.  $4/mem.,  $6/non.  Info:  Lenny 
617/825-3032. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South 
East  Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  1st  Church  Unitarian- 
Universalist,  Centre  &  Eliot  Sts.  8-1  Ipm.  $5.  Info: 
401/431-0822. 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together-Boston 
presents  its  8th  annual  Mask  and  Costume  Together 
Ball.  Food  and  drinks.  All  welcome.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  8pm-2am.  $7.  Info:  George 
617/266-4378. 

Cambridge  □  Workshop  entitled  “Reclaim  Our 
Bodies.”  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  I -6pm. 
Donations  accepted.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

30  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Sonia  Sanchez,  one  of  the  country's 
foremost  Black  poets,  reads  from  several  of  her  poetry 
collections,  including  her  most  recent  book,  “Under  a 
Soprano  Sky."  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire 
St.  3-5pm.  Free.  Info:  617/876-5310. 

Boston  □  T-Dance  of  the  Living  Dead  with  Rock 
Against  Sexism.  “Come  as  your  favorite  dead  rock  star’s 
evil  twin  in  drag!"  No  dress  code.  21  or  older.  1270  Club, 
1270  Boylston  St.  6- 1 0pm.  $2. 

Boston  □  Halloween  Tea  Dance  to  bei.^.„  me  Mass. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus.  Prize  for  best  costume. 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  4-8pm.  $5.  Info: 
617/262-1565. 


Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  New 
members  welcome.  Rm.  801,  City  Hall.  7pm.  Info: 
232-1716. 

Cambridge  □  “Sex  before  Sexuality:  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  erotic  experience  in  the  ancient  Greek  world.” 
Lecture  by  David  Halperin,  sponsored  by  Harvard 
Gay/Lesbian  Caucus.  Harvard  Univ.,  Emerson  305.  8pm. 
Free. 

4  Friday 

Boston  □  Brown  Bag  Lunch  with  City  Hall  Lesbians. 
Noon.  Info:  Julie  617/725-3562. 

...  .  . .  .  .v  ...  -  .  •• 

Manchester,  NH  □  New  Hampshire  Gay  Parents 

meets  first  Friday  of  each  month.  7:30pm.  Info: 
603/478-5437. 

Salem  □  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  will  hold 
its  Tenth  Anniversary  Party  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of 
the  Hotel  Hawthorne,  Washington  St.  8pm.  $l5/mem., 
$  1 8/non.  No  tickets  at  door.  Info:  508/745-3848. 

Randolph  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South  East 
Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Randolph  County  Club.  9pm- 
midnight.  $5.  Info:  401/431-0822. 

Somerville  □  JoAnn  Loulan  presents  an  evening  of 
provocative  comedy  and  lesbian  sex  education.  The 
Somerville  Theatre,  55  Davis  Sq.  8pm.  $12.50.  Info: 
617/625-1081. 

Boston  □  Urania,  a  Boston-area  S/M  support  group 
for  lesbian  and  bisexual  women,  monthly  meeting. 
Info:  617/395-4849,  or  write:  Urania,  PO  Box  I486, 
Boston,  MA  021 17. 


Northampton  □  Premiere  showing  of  the  videotape 
"Palos,  Piedras,  y  Esteriotipos  —  Sticks,  Stones, 
and  Stereotypes”  by  the  Equity  Institute  Appreciating 
Diversity  Project.  Reception  and  hors  d’oeuvres.  Nor¬ 
thampton  Center  for  the  Arts.  3-6pm.  Info: 
413/256-0271. 

9  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Meeting  of  Bi-CEP  (Bisexual  Com¬ 
munity  Engaging  in  Politics).  Planning  meeting  for  projects 
to  increase  Bi-awareness  and  visibility.  Boylston  Hall 
Room  2B,  Harvard  Yard.  7:15pm.  Info:  617/734-9348. 


T  uesday 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT  UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence,  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bill  617/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7:30pm. 
Info:  617/49-ACT-UP 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 


1 1  Friday 

Cambridge  □  Author,  singer,  songwriter  Betsy  Rose 
returns  to  Boston  with  Judy  Fjell  in  a  benefit  concert  for 
Interhelp.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  8pm.  $8/advance,  $  1 0/door. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  a  Shabbat  Service  and 
Oneg.  All  welcome.  Please  bring  something  sweet  to 
share.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  Info: 
782-8894. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston  Rd.  7pm. 
Info:  617/661-0533. 


November  I  Tuesday 


W.  Medford  □  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 

meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  Carol  617/483-3685,  Gwen 
617/262-0144. 


Weekly  Events 


Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 


Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  an  interfaith  Harvey 
Milk  Memorial  Service  and  discussion  on  Gay  Rights 
and  political  action.  Screening  of  the  video  “Rights  and 
Reactions,”  chronicling  the  struggle  to  pass  the  NYC  Gay 
Rights  Bill.  All  welcome.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon 
St.  8pm. 

Boston  □  Seize  Control  of  the  Bush  Campaign  with 
Mass  ACT-OUT,  ACT-UP  Boston.  Bush  campaign  head¬ 
quarters,  comer  of  Bowdoin  and  Cambridge  St.  5:30pm. 
Info:  617/661-7737. 

2  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Protest  Oliver  North’s  speech  on  “Family, 
Trust  and  Commitment."  Boston  College,  Roberts 
Center,  Main  campus  on  Beacon  St.  6:30pm.  Info: 
617/547-3363. 

3  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending  male 
sexual  abuse  victims  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Conference  Room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8: 30- 1 0pm.  Free.  Info:  498-9881. 

Boston  □  "Hollandia  MS”,  a  play  about  a  retired 
veteran's  lesbian  love  affair.  Through  11/20.  Theatre 
Nouveau,  543  Tremont  St.  8pm.  $6.  Info:  617/451-6360. 


5  Saturday 

Boston  □  Artcetera  '88,  an  Auction  to  benefit  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  at  City  Hall.  275  works  of 
art  valued  at  $450,000.  7pm.  Info:  617/437-6200  x262. 

Cambridge  □  “Lesbians  and  History”  with  Deborah 
Edel  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  of  New  York. 
Followed  by  discussion.  Sponsored  by  Harvard  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Caucus.  Harvard  Univ.  Science  Center  A.  4pm. 

Henniker,  NH  □  All  Hallows  Eve  Devilish  Dance 

sponsored  by  the  NH  Citizens  Alliance  for  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Rights.  Costume  judging  and  prizes.  Benefit  for 
CAGLR  and  NH  AIDS  Info  Line.  Pat's  Peak,  Rt.  114. 
8pm-lam.  $5. 

Clinton  □  Monthly  meeting  and  Halloween  Party  of 
the  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society.  7pm.  Info:  The 
Gaylaxians,  Box  1051,  Boston  02117. 

Boston  □  Halloween  Dance  Party  to  benefit  GCN 
and  Nicaragua  Material  Aid.  Villa  Victoria  Cultural 
Center,  85  W.  Newton  St.,  South  End.  9pm-2am.  $6  ad¬ 
vance,  $10  door  (sliding  scale).  Info:  617/426-4469  orTTY: 
426-0332. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
ERIK  MOORE 


Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  presents  a 
workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and  stories  of  those  con¬ 
nected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a 
theater  music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End.  Info:  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  PWAs 
and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
617/267-1154,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Allston  □  Lesbian  volleyball.  All  skills  wekome.  Will  teach 
those  who  don't  know  how  to  play.  Coached  drills  and  scrim¬ 
mage.  Through  November.  West  End  House,  105  Allston  St. 
2:30-5:30pm  $2.  Info:  Ann  617/524-4884. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club.  See  Monday  listing. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  I Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  for  HIV  positive,  PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers, 
friends,  and  the  worried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay 
men  regardless  of  HIV  status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info: 
Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all  those 
wishing  to  be  of  support.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian  617/267-1154,  Joseph 
617/357-6926. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse  11/4:  Catie 
Curtis  performs;  ll/ll:  storytelling  by  Stacie  Marinelli. 
The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  In¬ 
fo:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 
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Toni  Morrison:  the  crowd 
goes  wild 


Toni  Morrison  reads.  First  Parish  Church,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.  October  12. 

By  Liz  Galst 

On  my  way  to  hear  Toni  Morrison  read 
last  Wednesday  1  was  wondering  if 
there  was  any  way  I  could  orchestrate 
my  fellow  listeners  into  performing  “the 
wave”  as  a  welcome  to  this  great  writer. 

Why  is  it,  1  asked  myself,  that  we  readers 
don’t  celebrate  our  best  artists  the  way  that 


rock  music  and  sports  fans  celebrate  theirs? 
Is  it  simply  that  us  bookish  sorts  are  not  up 
on  the  latest  trends  in  enthusiasm?  Perhaps 
we  are  afraid  that  security  guards  would 
take  away  our  pocket  Bics  if  we  lit  them, 
calling  for  another  chapter  to  be  read? 

Well,  whatever  the  usual  obstacles  or 
shyness,  this  audience  had  overcome  them. 
As  Toni  Morrison  took  her  place  in  front  of 
the  podium  at  the  First  Parish  church  in 
Cambridge,  the  audience,  well,  the  audience 
went  wild.  Everyone  of  the  hundreds  of  peo- 


united  fruit  company  &  red  shades  affinity  groups'  third  annual 
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creative  dress  encouraged 
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$6  in  advance,  $  1 0  at  door  (sliding  scale) 

advance  tickets  trom  gay  community  news,  central  americo  solidarity  association,  red  book,  Cambridge 
food  coop,  new  words,  glod  day  or  affinity  group  members,  free  parking  at  the  hurley  school, 
jgyj  70  Worcester  st.  (between  shawmut  &  tremont]  within  walking  distance  of  bock  bay  or  mass  ave 
orange  line  T  stops  or  copley  place  green  line  T  stop,  wheelchoir  accessible. 

info:  gen:  426-4469  or  tty:  426-0332 


pie  in  that  church  stood  up  and  cheered;  we 
held  our  hands  over  our  heads  and  clapped, 
hooted,  roared.  I  wished  I  knew  how  to 
whistle  loud,  through  my  back  teeth,  like  my 
uncle  once  tried  to  teach  me.  Because,  of 
any  writer  in  the  U.S.,  Toni  Morrison 
deserves  that  kind  of  ovation.  She  is  the 
author  of  some  of  the  most  challenging  and 
lyrical  novels  pub'ished  in  the  English 
language:  The  Bluest  Eye,  Sula,  Song  of 
Solomon,  Tar  Baby,  and  most  recently, 
Beloved,  for  which,  after  much  protest  by 
Black  authors  and  their  supporters,  Mor¬ 
rison  recently  received  the  Pulitzer  Prize. 
She  was  in  town  last  week  to  receive  the 
Unitarian  Universalists’  Frederick  G. 
Melcher  Book  Award,  and  their  check  for 
$1000. 

After  the  hoopla  died  down  (I  was 
wondering  why  it  was  that  no  one  had  com¬ 
mandeered  the  pipe  organ  in  the  balcony  to 
play  one  of  those  fanfares  so  popular  at 
baseball  games,  but  you  can’t  have 
everything)  Morrison  began  her  talk.  It 
didn’t  actually  have  a  title,  but  I  thought  it 
could  have  been  called  “After  Beloved .” 
Since  the  novel’s  publication,  Morrison 
said,  she  has  had  the  time  to  think  “what 
for,  Beloved,  beside  its  novelistic  purpose?” 
To  her,  and  to  her  readers,  the  answer  is 
clear.  Beloved  is  a  literary  memorial  to  the 
sixty  million  Black  people  who  were  slaves  in 
this  country.  “There  is  no  place  we  can  go 
and  summon  the  absence  or  the  presence  of 
slaves.  There  is  no  suitable  memorial....  Not 
even  a  tree,  or  a  place  where  you  can  put 
your  feet  up.  Because  there  is  no  such  place, 
there  must  be  Beloved." 

Then  Morrison  began  to  read  from  the 
final  chapter  of  her  book.  The  chapter 
begins  “There  is  a  loneliness  that  can  be 
rocked.  Arms  crossed,  knees  drawn  up; 
holding,  holding  on,  this  motion,  unlike  a 
ship’s,  smooths  and  contains  the  rocker.” 
The  reading  ended  with  the  name 
“Beloved.”  Morrison  said  “Thank  you,” 
and  the  standing  ovation  began  again. 

A  stream  of  women  made  their  way 
through  the  clogged  aisles  of  the  church,  up 
to  the  audience  microphone.  I  have  never 
been  to  a  revival  meeting,  but  I  imagine  that 
this  evening  was  its  literary  equivalent.  At 
least  one  questioner  in  two  prefaced  her 
query  with  some  statement  about  being 


thrilled  to  be  alive  in  the  same  world  as  Mor¬ 
rison,  about  how  much  her  writing  had 
meant  in  her  life.  Many  Black  women 
thanked  Morrison  for  capturing  the  world 
of  their  mothers,  aunts  and  grandmothers. 

Morrison,  obviously  thrilled  with  her 
reception,  responded  in  a  manner  both 
thoughtful  and  spunky,  addressing  some  of 
the  serious  issues  Black  women  writers  face 
today.  In  response  to  a  question  about  the 
backlash  against  Black  women  writers  led  by 
such  notables  as  author  Ishmael  Reed,  Mor¬ 
rison  replied  * ‘  I  was  criticized  for  not  writing 
‘happy’  stories,  for  not  creating  characters 
that  could  pull  it  all  together.”  Morrison 
suggested  that  critics  who  demand  that  she 
write  novels  full  of  role  models  assume  that 
she  is  writing  for  white  people.  “Such 
writing  is  propaganda,  not  literature.”  A 
white  college  student  who  had  read  Mor¬ 
rison’s  novels  in  a  Black  women  writers 
class  asked  if  Morrison  felt  that  grouping 
Black  women  writers  together  was  “ghetto¬ 
izing.”  “I  remember  when  there  were  no 
such  classes,”  Morrison  replied.  “You  can 
read  me  with  anyone  you  want.  Read  me 
with  Alice  Walker.  William  Shakespeare. 
James  Joyce.  Just  read  me.” 

Several  young  writers  asked  Morrison 
about  her  life  as  a  writer.  She  related  a 
number  of  funny  experiences,  demonstra¬ 
ting  an  uncalled-for  humility.  “I  didn’t  call 
myself  ‘a  writer’  until  after  Song  of 
Solomon.  On  my  income  taxes  I  would 
always  put  something  else  that  the  IRS 
would  find  more  respectable.  After  Song  of 
Solomon  I  quit  work  and  started  doing  what 
I  wanted.”  She  spoke  of  her  relationship 
with  her  characters,  stating  “I  have  to  ask 
them  what  their  names  are.  After  all, 
nobody’s  going  to  pay  attention  to  you  if 
you  don’t  call  them  by  their  right  name.” 

After  Morrison  answered  the  last  ques¬ 
tion,  there  was  a  tremendous  rush  of  fans, 
books  under  their  arms  or  thrust  out  in  front 
of  them,  looking  to  have  their  copies  of 
Beloved  or  Tar  Baby  signed.  My  friend 
Gerard  had  brought  along  his  first  edition 
copy  of  Song  of  Solomon  with  its  fading 
cover.  I  had  forgotten  The  Bluest  Eye  at 
home,  but  I  joined  the  throng  following 
Morrison  anyway,  hoping  to  catch  another 
glimpse  of  the  author  who  makes  me  and  the 
rest  of  her  admirers  celebrate  literature  like 
baseball  fans  at  the  World  Series.  □ 
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